344

is that this people have too great a tenac-
ity for the goods of this world, and the
Enemy thinks he can get the advantage
over them in this respect, and he is im-
proving the time.

It is different with us now from what
it was three years ago. Then it was,
"What is the news from Bridger? From
Echo Canyon? From the Plains?" We
are not destroyed; but are the Latter-
day Saints preparing themselves for the
calamities that are coming upon the
earth? Or are they covetous? There is
no trait in the character of man but what
the Devil, the opposer of all good, under-
stands. Our common foe is an ingenious
workman; he is a master at his business.
Bunyan speaks of a city that was per-
fectly given up to idolatry, and needed
only one devil to watch the whole of it;
but one Saint, a poor old man walking
through the streets, required a score of
devils to watch him. The city was al-
ready in possession of the Evil One, and
it needed no care or watching. There are
scores of evil spirits here—spirits of the
old Gadianton robbers, some of whom in-
habited these mountains, and used to go
into the South and afflict the Nephites.
There are millions of those spirits in the
mountains, and they are ready to make
us covetous, if they can; they are ready to
lead astray every man and woman that
wishes to be a Latter-day Saint. This
may seem strange to some of you, but
you will see them. As soon as your spir-
its are unlocked from these tabernacles,
you are in the spirit world, and you will
there have to contend against evil spir-
its as we here have to contend against
wicked persons.

This people lie down in carnal se-
curityy, and complain of this and of
that. You know that apostates, who
rise up and deny their religion, com-
plain of being oppressed, and find
fault with this, that, and the other,

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

and call this imperfect, and that imper-
fect, and the other imperfect. How many
have complained of taxation? Go to Ne-
braska, Washington, and New Mexico. Is
there a Territory that has as light taxes
as this? Not one, so far as I know. A
great many complain of the taxes in this
city; but go to Chicago, St. Louis, or New
York, or any other city in the States, and
you will find the taxes greater, I think,
without exception, than they are here. I
know that taxation is complained of in
those cities, and that too justly in many
instances. In many places the people are
taxed to that degree that they never can
rise out of their poverty. In London, a
watchmaker said to me, "When I earn
ten pounds and receive it, eight pounds
of it has to go for taxes, which leaves
me only two pounds with which to pay
my house rent, buy fuel, and feed and
clothe my family." They there complain
of taxation, and it is right they should.
What do they do with the revenue? In
too many instances feed a horde of lazy
officers, though I cannot accuse England
of this so much as I can some other coun-
tries, so far as I know them. The taxation
more or less goes in many countries to
feed cutthroats, loafers, gamblers, black-
legs, &c. Many of the people who have
immigrated to this Territory come from
countries where they have been ground
down by taxation. We are more lightly
taxed than are the people in any other
country, so far as I know.

But what I dislike most is, that when
the officer requests the taxes, some will
lie from morning until night to escape
paying them. If any man ought of right
to be exempted from paying his taxes, let
him refer his case to the County Court
and have his taxes remitted. There
is a provision in the law for this. 1
tell you what I say to tax gatherers: I
would sell every improvement, every ox,



