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and what he is going to do, as it does
to urge the Latter-day Saints to faith-
fulness, to strict obedience, to every re-
quirement of the Gospel of the Son of
God, that we may be prepared for every
event as it transpires, no matter whether
the prophecies are fulfilled under our
eyes or on the other side of the earth.
No matter whether we live to see them
fulfilled or fall to sleep before they are
fulfilled, we must live prepared for the
events that will take place preparatory
to the coming of the Son of man.

I ask the people what they are willing
to do? "All we want to know is what we
should do." My mind is continually exer-
cised to urge the people to faithfulness,
that they may have the Spirit of Christ;
and being in possession of this mind, ev-
erything comes to us naturally. We un-
derstand these things we call natural.
There is a natural body, and there is a
spiritual body. All things are natural,
and all are spiritual. Every duty of life,
no matter what it is, every requirement
necessary to sustain and exalt man, is
incorporated in the kingdom of God and
in the ordinances of his house—in the
duties God requires of his children. It
is all in the Church and kingdom of our
God. "What! Our labor?" Yes. I some-
times take the liberty of preaching upon
economy to this people. Perhaps some
are inclined to think that in so doing
I transcend my own duties and obliga-
tions. I do not. I instruct the husband-
man how to till his farm, because I know
and understand the nature of the ele-
ments that produce grain better than he
does. I know how he should prepare
the elements for the seed to produce the
increase which he desires in the things
necessary to sustain himself and family.
It is my duty to instruct my brethren,
if I understand any branch of business
better than they do. If I understand
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how to make myself comfortable—if I un-
derstand better than others do the orga-
nization of the elements God has given
us ability to operate with for our bene-
fit, it is my duty to instruct them. Here
are the elements. They are not made in
vain, but are made for the benefit, com-
fort, convenience, and happiness of God's
children.

There is an infinitude of elements;
and if you know more than I do with re-
gard to bringing them together and or-
ganizing them for the comfort and hap-
piness of man, it is your duty to impart
that knowledge to others. This may ap-
pear to some of the Saints as though
it was out of the pale of our duty, not
strictly incorporated in the ministry; and
I want to inform all such that there is
not a labor performed under the sun but
what we have to render an account of it
to our Father and God. There is not an
act of man, in any case, in any circum-
stance, but what is by the gift of God.
Every power, ability, capacity, and gift
that man possesses is the gift of God;
and man must render an account to him
for the improvement he makes, no mat-
ter what the labor is. No element that
we see, no part of the earth, no part or
portion of the starry heavens, or of the
deep above or below, but what is God's
creation. He organized it. Do we realize
this, that every element that now is in
existence, that we have any knowledge
of, that we can conceive of, is organized
by our Father in heaven, and is his prop-
erty? It is his in time and in eternity.
The earth and its fulness are his, and the
heavens are his; the height, the depth,
the length, and the breadth, all are his.
Every capacity that the children of men
possess is the gift of God.

Many might ask whether God is
the author of sin and iniquity. I
have told you many a time that ev-
erything is good, is perfect; every-
thing is right, is lovely to look upon,
to enjoy; for we received it from our



