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the mainspring and action of govern-
ments in driving us into these moun-
tains. He obtained orders from Presi-
dent Polk to summon the militia of Mis-
souri, and destroy every "Mormon" man,
woman, and child, unless they turned
out five hundred men to fight the bat-
tles of the United States in Mexico. He
said that we were aliens to the Gov-
ernment, and to prove it he said—"Mr.
President, make a requisition on that
camp for five hundred men, and I will
prove to you that they are traitors to our
Government." We turned out the men,
and many of them are before me to-
day; among whom is father Pettigrew—a
man that ought to have been asked into
the Cabinet to give the President coun-
sel; but they asked him to travel on foot
across the Plains to fight our country's
battles against Mexico. We turned out
the men, and Mr. Benton was disap-
pointed. He went to his grave in dis-
grace, and shame covered him. Was he
a man of influence in his last days—in
the latter portion of his career in pub-
lic life? When he could not be Presi-
dent, nor be returned again to the Sen-
ate, after much exertion he succeeded in
being elected a member of the House of
Representatives, and at the close of his
public career, because the hands of the
clock in the Representatives Hall were
turned back, and the hands of his watch
did not agree with it when at twelve
o'clock, said he, "Mr. Speaker, I am not
a member of this legislative body." The
Speaker said, "Sergeant-at-Arms, show
that gentleman to the door," and there
was scarcely a man in the House that
so much as turned his eyes to look. The
ground he walked on was disgraced by
his step, and his acquaintances shunned
him: and so it will be with others.

Brother Kimball says that King
James will have to pay the debt he
has contracted. He has more on his

hands than he will settle for many gener-
ations. You will see the old man go down
to the grave in disgrace. He has cast off
his political friends, and they will all cast
him off as a thing of naught, and he will
become a hiss and a by-word, and has al-
ready.

The London Times speaks of the old
man's being incapable of magnifying the
office bestowed upon him. They com-
plain of him now; but, when he was
minister from our Government to Eng-
land, did they not in secret council in-
duce him to pledge himself to destroy
the "Mormons," if they would assist in
electing him President? Did they not
connive with Buchanan to destroy the
"Mormons" from the earth? Did they
not send their armies to the north to
head us in our retreat, provided King
James succeeded in routing us from our
homes? I spoke of this to Captain Van
Vleit, when he was here. I merely ask
these questions, that those who are ac-
quainted with political moves may draw
their conclusions upon the workings of
governments. But the Lord has given
his people power to elude the grasp of
our enemies; for he led them in a way
they knew not, turned them hither and
thither, diverted the blow aimed at our
heads, and brought disgrace and ruin on
those who sought to bring ruin and de-
struction upon us. It will take them a
great while to pay the debt they have
contracted. That Government known as
the United States has become like water
spilled on the ground, and other govern-
ments will follow.

"Kings become nursing fathers," in-
deed? Not King James: no. "Queens
become nursing mothers?" Will Queen
Victoria become a nursing mother to
the Saints? I have not one word
of fault to find with her as an in-
dividual; but the Government holds
her; she is fettered. She is a
good woman, but she will never nurse


