UNITY—COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, ETC.

Those covenants that we have made
with God were also made in the begin-
ning of the creation. They are now re-
newed to us; and revelations of this kind
are just as binding upon you and me as
the words and counsels that come from
President Young and others. We are act-
ing in the same capacity that the Apos-
tles and Prophets of former dispensa-
tions have acted, and our word will have
the same effect upon this generation that
theirs had upon the generations in which
they lived. We have the same God to wor-
ship; the same Jesus lives to save, and he
has spoken and renewed this covenant to
us and for us, and to remain with us for-
ever and forever.

Brethren, reflect, look at yourselves
and see what you are about, consider
the positions you occupy, and ascertain if
you are acting well your part—if you are
speaking the truth and guarding against
all manner of evil.

The Book of Mormon informs us that
the Devil will come along with all man-
ner of deceitfulness, and persuade the
people to lie a little, to steal a little, and
to rob your neighbor of anything that lies
within your reach. Such a course leads
to death and dissolution, and will cause
those to mourn hereafter that follow it.

These are mysteries that are worth
finding out; and although you may have
read them from your childhood, and your
mother may have taught them to you
from your infancy, yet still they ap-
ply to you, and it is very important
that you should not forget these small
things. Some people come to this coun-
try who have been taught these things
and many other good lessons; and when
they get into these mountains they for-
get all their claim to the blessings that
flow through obedience to the require-
ments of heaven and the requirements of
their parents. Men who hold the Priest-
hood, and dishonor their fathers and
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mothers and the servants of God, will
see sorrow. But some do this and still
consider themselves good men, and they
claim that they honor their calling and
Priesthood. I will tell you how I feel:
when my son turns away from the truth
and disregards my counsel, he turns
away from God. Why is this so? It is
because I am a branch of the vine. I
am a limb that is attached to the great
tree, and when my son disengages him-
self from the tree he dishonors me, and
by dishonoring me he dishonors the God
whom I serve. It is a most excellent
thing to find children listening to the ad-
monition of their parents, and especially
if they are blest with good ones. Those
whose parents are not in the Church
should strive to get within them the righ-
teousness of Christ.

When the Adversary begins to tempt
a person, he persuades him to do a lit-
tle thing here, and a little wrong yon-
der, and persuades him to walk in that
course that will cause the disposition to
do wrong to increase upon him. The best
way to do is to let alone that which is
wrong.

These are some of the small things.
I am down among the little roots and
little vines, entering minutely into the
subject of keeping them clean. I wish
all to understand who believe on Je-
sus Christ, that they should repent of
all their evil deeds; and the only way
that a man can prove his penitence is
by forsaking his evil practices and be-
ing baptized for the remission of his sins.
But what good does it do for a man
to come and be baptized—to be over-
whelmed in water in the likeness of the
death of Jesus Christ, and then to go
and partake of those cursed old sins that
they have just been washed clean from?
I tell you that baptism in such cases
brings greater condemnation. @ When
people are baptized, they should then



