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folly in the extreme, for you deny your
own senses. There is not a man on
the earth but what denies his own judg-
ment when he reasons with himself in
this way. I can take or refuse, partake
or reject, at my own will and pleasure.
That power is inherent in every man and
woman upon the earth, to a greater or
less degree. In proportion to the intel-
ligence people are endowed with, so do
they possess the qualification for better-
ing their condition by improving their
lives and receiving truth for error, light
for darkness. And if they continue to
overcome every temptation and every
evil appetite, they will become masters
of them, and will conquer at last, and be
counted worthy to be crowned; otherwise
they will miss the glory they anticipate.

Cannot people refrain from taking
that which is not their own? Speaking
of moral religion alone, they can. Cannot
an individual, who is in the habit of tak-
ing the name of God in vain, resist that
temptation? He can, if he chooses. If he
cannot easily do so, let him do as a boy
who came to this country with me said
that he did. He was addicted to swear-
ing; and got a piece of India-rubber to
chew when tempted to swear. That per-
son, I think, has not been heard to swear
for years. No boy, in his youth, was more
addicted to that habit than he was. He
did not beat his brains out, but he acts
as though he has more brains in his head
than he used to have. I was brought up
as strictly as any child ever ought to be,
with regard to morality; yet, when I went
into the world, I was addicted to swear-
ing, through hearing others. I gave way
to it, but it was easily overcome when my
judgment and will decided to overcome
it.

Now, brethren, are you prepared
to receive the wisdom that God has

bestowed upon the nations? You recol-
lect that this forenoon, we had a few re-
marks from brother Simms, in which he
stated that the greater portion of the in-
habitants of the earth were inclined to
do right. That is true. There is a monitor
in every person that would reign there
triumphantly, if permitted so to do, and
lead to truth and virtue.

There is not a man living upon the
earth but, when he hears the truth, is
inclined to believe it and reject error.
What prompts them to receive the evil?
They yield to the temptation of that Evil
One that lies in wait to deceive. The
pride of the earth is in wickedness—
in the abominations and corruptions of
mankind. They delight themselves in
their proneness to wander from their
God and from the path of rectitude, and
pride themselves in their iniquity of ev-
ery kind. It has become the fashion of
the nations of the earth to do evil.

Where is there a nation that acknowl-
edges the Supreme God to be their Pres-
ident and their King? The best form of
man-made government upon the earth is
that of a nation now breaking to pieces.
Have they ever acknowledged God? No.
They spurned from their presence the
man who would acknowledge that God
should reign King of nations as well as
King of Saints. Have we proof of this be-
fore us? We have. When Joseph Smith
rose in the majesty of his calling be-
fore God, he saw what we are now hear-
ing of through dispatches received from
week to week. The nation is ruined, and
will crumble to pieces. They will destroy
themselves. Joseph rose up and said—"I
will save them, if they will let me." He
stepped forth like a man and proffered
his services to save the nation that is
now breaking; and he would have saved
it, if they had permitted him. What
did they bestow upon him in return?


