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holy in all things. Let us ask our-
selves the question, Are we practicing as
though we were in the presence of heav-
enly beings, and enjoying what they en-
joy, and being with them day after day,
and night after night throughout all eter-
nity? Are we prepared to stand up be-
fore God, angels, and before holy and
celestial beings, with confidence and a
oneness of feeling, being assured that
there is nothing the matter in our hearts,
but that we are upright as they are
upright—that we hate iniquity as they
hate it? We may feel that we are trying
to do this; but a little more light of the
Spirit from heaven—of the Holy Ghost
shed forth upon our hearts—would en-
able us to see many imperfections and
follies that are gathered up by the tradi-
tions of our forefathers and from the acts
of our neighbors.

This being the last time, probably,
that I shall have the opportunity of
speaking to you in this place for some
time to come, although I almost consider
it unnecessary to bear my testimony be-
fore a people that have so often heard
it, yet it seems it would be a satisfac-
tion to my own mind, if it is not so to
you, to bear testimony concerning the
kingdom and work in which you are en-
gaged as well as myself. Do I know that
this Church and kingdom that is estab-
lished here in the Territory of Utah, and
whose branches extend abroad in Eng-
land, in France, and in various parts of
the earth—do I know that this is the
kingdom spoken of by the Prophets of
old—that this is the great Latter-day
Kingdom of the Most High God? Yes, I
do. How do I know this? Not by mira-
cles that my eyes have beheld, though I
have seen many; not by manifestations
in healing the sick, although I have seen
many healed; not by the testimony of
others, although I have heard many, but
that would not give me a living and an

abiding witness. How do I know that
this Latter-day Kingdom, organized by
the inhabitants of this Territory, as well
as the Branches that are abroad, are all
included in that great and glorious king-
dom of the last days that is to stand
forever? Have I seen the face of the
Almighty in open vision? No; this is
a great privilege that I have never at-
tained to. Have holy angels come down
from heaven when I was awake and con-
versed with me as one man converses
with another? No; I have not had so
great a privilege—I have not attained
to that. But I know by the power of
the Holy Ghost shed forth in my heart
from time to time; for, notwithstanding
all my faults, all my weaknesses, my
imperfections, and failings, through the
past thirty years, I do know one fact, and
that is that God has from time to time,
through his infinite mercy and goodness,
shed forth upon me his Holy Spirit, un-
worthy as I was to receive it, and that
has borne testimony, time and again,
that this is the work of God: it has given
me a knowledge which it is impossible
for me to doubt. If I had seen angels,
I might doubt, without having the Holy
Ghost. I might doubt if I had seen great
miracles, without the Holy Ghost accom-
panying them; and I might doubt if I
saw the heavens opened, if I heard the
thunders roll; and I might go and build
a golden calf and worship it: but when
the Holy Ghost speaks to me and gives
me a knowledge that this is the kingdom
of God, so that I know it just as well as
I know anything else, then that knowl-
edge is past controversy. By that knowl-
edge I know this work to be true; by it I
know that this kingdom will roll on until
it shall attain its high destiny, and the
kingdoms of this world become the king-
doms of our God and his Christ.

I feel truly thankful for this know-


