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God bestows, and the things he entrusts
them with in this world. But how many
there are among the Saints of the liv-
ing God, whose hearts and minds are
almost overwhelmed with the things of
this present life! They covet gold and sil-
ver, houses and lands, and other riches
in abundance; and they know not why. I
should delight to see the Saints of God
rich; yes, I should be pleased to see the
poorest Saint among us have in his pos-
session all that his heart could desire, if
he would use those things properly that
were committed to his charge and ac-
cording to the will of Him that made him.
I should also desire to see no poor in the
midst of Zion, but that all might be blest
with a good supply of the things of this
life. I desire to see the day come when
all the Latter-day Saints who have suf-
fered shall have everything which their
hearts can desire in righteousness of the
things of this world, when they will be
good for them, and when they can use
them for the glory of God. Until that pe-
riod shall come, I doubt whether riches
will benefit the Saints of God. If, per-
adventure, any of you, by your diligence
and perseverance, should happen to ac-
cumulate riches to some extent, if you
should use them for the purposes which
God has ordained, all will be well; but if
not, they will prove a curse to you, in-
stead of a blessing. And I will add that
there is one thing that I am confident
of—viz., that in Utah there is not much
danger of the Latter-day Saints becom-
ing very rich. If they accumulate by their
perseverance a sufficiency of breadstuffs
and those things that are necessary for
their present sustenance and future se-
curity against the famines that are to
spread desolation in the earth, they will
do well. I think there are no people upon
the face of the earth that need to envy
the Latter-day Saints, so far as their
temporal prospects are concerned. In

other respects they have great cause to
envy them.

There is not much chance for the
Latter-day Saints to grow rich in this
Territory—I mean according to the
meaning of the term in the world. There
is and ever will be too much to be done
in various kinds of labor for the build-
ing up of the kingdom of God. Your
land, of course, yields abundantly where
it is well cultivated; but it requires a
great deal of toil to accomplish it. About
three or four times the labor is required
of the farmers and agriculturists than
is required in other countries. Why, it
takes a man almost one-half of his time
to get his fuel from the canyons, about
one-quarter to irrigate the soil, and of
course the rest is well occupied with the
other duties of life. This being the case,
then, there is not much prospect of soon
becoming very rich. We ought, neverthe-
less, to be thankful for the blessings we
enjoy; for the Almighty has brought us
into a country where we have not the
privilege of heaping up riches and ru-
ining ourselves forever. It takes a peo-
ple a long time to prepare themselves
for riches. The old principle which was
planted in the hearts of our ancestors,
which was a principle of covetousness,
as practiced by the Gentiles in all ages,
has become a part of the nature of the
human family, by tradition; so much so,
that it seems to be one of the most dif-
ficult things to root out of the hearts of
men. To accomplish this, the Lord has to
train the people, year after year, in order
to get it out of their minds; and he has
given us a very thorough training and
experience in order to deliver this people
from this covetous feeling and principle.

If we reflect back upon our past
history—and I believe that the Latter-
day Saints are acquainted with that
history, either by actual experience,
by reading, or by hearing it verbally


