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and preserves in life whomsoever he
sees proper, and takes away his servants
whenever it seems to him good to do so.
Whether I shall be spared many years or
few, it matters not to me, if I am only
faithful to the end. This is my object; this
is the foremost thing in my mind; and
it should be the foremost in the minds
of all the Latter-day Saints. Many great
and good men have fallen by the power of
their enemies, by the Destroyer, by sick-
ness, and by accidents; but this is the
lot of all mankind, to pass through the
veil—to go from this stage of existence
to another, altogether a different state
of existence from this, in many respects.
But even this state of existence that we
now enjoy is a pleasure to the righteous;
it is a great satisfaction to those that
keep the commandments of God. Life is
sweet, and there are but very few indi-
viduals who are willing to part with it,
even though they knew with the perfect
knowledge that when leaving this mortal
state of existence, where we are subject
to toil and fatigue, to pain and sorrow—
though they knew that they would en-
ter into the presence of God, and en-
joy complete happiness in his kingdom
henceforth and forever; yet there are
many, who although they might know
this with the most perfect knowledge,
they would pray in their hearts that they
might abide here a little longer. There
are but very few individuals upon the
earth among the Latter-day Saints who
desire to die; and I doubt very much
whether there have been many persons
of that kind, in the past ages of the
world, among the true-hearted servants
of God, who desired to die. When they re-
flected upon the work that they might ac-
complish and perform in this world, they
would still feel to pray for life, even im-
mortal life to be continued unto them.

Why do we desire to live? Is it
to accumulate riches? No; this ought

not to be the cause of the desire in our
hearts; for if we should have power to
heap up gold as the sands—if we should
have power to collect the treasures of the
earth together to a very great extent, and
have power to have everything, so far as
this world's goods are concerned, to the
fullest extent of our desires, what is it
even then? Can we take those things
into the grave with us? Can we carry
our farms, our houses, our carriages, and
other property, behind the veil with us?
No, we cannot. Then why should this
be in the hearts of so many of those who
profess to be Saints as the uppermost de-
sire? Why should the people lie awake
to study how to collect an abundance of
the things of this life? Why should they
cling to the things that must perish and
be done away? This is one of the great
temptations that beset the pathway of
mortal man. He desires to heap up the
riches of this world, as though he were
to stay here forever. But he may inquire
if the original desire is not placed in the
heart of man for a good purpose? Yes, it
is; but that desire should be controlled
according to the law of God and the will
of Heaven. We should seek for nothing in
this dispensation and in the kingdom in
which we are engaged—we should seek
for nothing, I repeat, that would be cal-
culated to lead our minds astray from
the great purposes we have in view as
Latter-day Saints. Nothing should be
permitted to lead our minds from God
and his kingdom, and from worshipping
him with the fulness of our hearts. De-
sires are very good in their places: when
dictated by the Spirit of God, they will
be gratified in due time. Every man
and woman should seek in a lawful way
to procure the things that are necessary
in this life to benefit themselves, their
neighbors, and the poor around them,
and make a good use of the blessings


