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that they did not leave us to be mixed up
with the world, so that civilization might
have surrounded us, and its surges even-
tually have destroyed our organization.
But we are here, and it is now too late.
We are now established, and we have be-
come a fixed power; we are growing here
in the mountains, and are beginning to
be acknowledged and called a nation in
the midst of the earth, and everything
that the wicked have done and will do
will be a source of regret to them, be-
cause they will see, as they have already
seen, that they have worked into our
hands. Then, to use a familiar expres-
sion we will say, Let it blow hot or cold—
let them do just as they please, persecute
us, send armies here or keep them at
home, it will make no difference as to the
final result. It may enable us to progress
the faster in the good work in which we
are engaged; but all that our enemies
do, with a design to thwart the opera-
tions of the people of God, will be unsuc-
cessful. I have felt grateful many times
for the possession of this knowledge; and
when I have walked among the people
and seen how determined they were to
take steps to overcome us, and then have
considered that to our God and Father in
heaven they were mere toys—playthings
to accomplish that which is intended—
and that they might labor and toil and
concoct schemes for the injury of God's
chosen people, that all would be unavail-
ing, I have then realized the goodness of
our Father.

In my reflections upon these things,
I have ever realized that God has spo-
ken from the heavens, and said that this
kingdom should fill the whole earth, and
that the kingdom and greatness of the
kingdom under the whole heavens will
eventually be given to the Saints of the
Most High. I have realized that the work
will spread, though the wicked do all
they can to stop it. Then let us rejoice in
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this knowledge which God has given
unto his people.

I feel, in relation to the United States,
that there is now an opening for the El-
ders to labor. While in the city of New
York, there was a disposition to come and
hear our people preach. I had the plea-
sure of baptizing a number. I was not
often there; but when I was, our hall was
crowded, not by Saints only, but by those
who had been, and by others who were
inquiring after truth. There was a dispo-
sition manifested to learn our doctrines,
and I have no doubt but great good can
be done in the future. I have no doubt
but there are hundreds in the United
States that are honest, but their eyes are
now blinded by the influences that are
around them. Among editors and pub-
lic men generally there is not this feeling
that you find among the poor and mid-
dle classes. They have said that we are
wicked, and they are determined to wipe
us out.

During my last mission I have had
many opportunities of conversing with
the leading editors of the most popular
journals in the States, and I have fre-
quently had the evidence in my hands
to disprove the lying stories in circula-
tion about us. They would acknowledge
it—say our views appeared to be correct,
and that the evidence we presented was
of such a character as to give them rea-
son to doubt the stories that were in cir-
culation about us. But would they take
that evidence we presented as an off-
set for the lies they had published? No:
they would tell you that their readers
expected something different from them.
You could not hire their columns only
for advertising purposes. There were
some who would express a willingness
to write something about us of a polit-
ical nature, but they would not like to
have anything said in favor of our reli-
gion. For instance, they were quite in fa-
vor of the Territories electing their offi-



