PRIVILEGES ENJOYED BY THE SAINTS, ETC.

which has been uttered by the inspira-
tion of the Holy Ghost many years ago.
Remember the saying—"We cannot do
anything against the kingdom of God,
but for it;" for God himself will control
the result. It is not only true so far as
we are concerned, but the nations that
undertake to send their armies to fight
against Zion will find everything trained
in favor of the Saints, give them success,
and enable them to overcome the diffi-
culties with which they are surrounded;
and they will continue to overcome un-
til they attain that position which our
Heavenly Father intends all his faithful
people shall occupy.

The warning of the nations of the
earth and the labors of all the faithful El-
ders among the nations all contribute to
the accomplishment of this work and the
preparing of the Saints for a high and ex-
alted position in the kingdom of God, to
reign as Kings and Priests of the Most
High, according to the promises of the
Father.

I have felt during my absence this
time, as well as upon other missions,
that it did not matter much where I la-
bored; but I felt to mourn that I could
not do more than I did for the kingdom
of God. I was ambitious and felt a de-
sire to hasten forward the purposes of
our Father in heaven; but when I looked
upon it in another light, I considered
that whether the fruits of my labor were
much or little, if I and all my brethren
and sisters would only labor where we
were wanted, we should be sure to ac-
complish that which our Father wished
us to do.

It does not matter what we are
doing or where we are laboring—
in the adobie yard, in the canyons,
preaching the Gospel, or doing any-
thing else that God through his ser-
vants directs us to perform—if we la-
bor faithfully, we are contributing to
the accomplishment of a great and
good work, and are really doing much
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more than we think, and laboring to
bring to pass all those predictions that
have been delivered respecting the gen-
eration in which we live.

I know, however, that this is a diffi-
cult lesson for us to learn—that it is dif-
ficult to get the idea into our hearts. It
is so natural for a man to be desirous
to do something—to have the name, to
have the credit of having done something
upon the earth. And it is the desire of an
Elder to do something in preaching the
Gospel, and it is very difficult to curb the
inclination that many have for preach-
ing; but if we labor in the way and in the
position in which the authorities have
put us and directed us, we may rest as-
sured that we are laboring for the accom-
plishment of all that which is required
to be done by our Heavenly Father, and
we are laying up treasures in heaven,;
and although we may not do as much
here as we suppose we ought, there is an
eternity before us in which we can labor.
There is no end to our opportunities for
doing good, and we are not going to la-
bor here for the last time; and although
we are making adobies, laboring in the
canyons, or sawing lumber, yet if we la-
bor as our Father in heaven wants us, we
have before us a destiny far greater than
we can at present imagine: we have be-
fore us a field of usefulness much more
extended than it has ever yet entered
into our hearts to conceive of. There is
yet a vast eternity in the future in which
we can labor, and we are to press forward
until we attain the fulness of our desire.

It is so with the wicked in one sense—
with the enemies of truth. All that
they do contributes to the rolling forth
of this great and mighty work. In
our expulsion from Illinois, our jour-
neyings across the Plains, our set-
tlement in this Valley, all has con-
tributed to make us what we now are.
Our enemies see this, and they regret



