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if they could believe it possible for them
to attain to the same privileges. But lies
have prevailed to such an extent, and
have been so industriously circulated,
that thousands of men and women now
believe us to be the worst people upon
the face of the earth. If they come here,
although they may not profess our faith,
but will submit to the regulations that
are established here, they can be com-
fortable and enjoy themselves.

Our enemies, by the course they are
taking, are bound to remove the stigmas
they have tried heretofore to place upon
us; for they have slandered us, told lie
after lie about us, and predicted what
would become of us; and many who be-
lieve in the stories published in newspa-
pers will ere long be convinced that we
are an injured people. Many of their sto-
ries have already been proven to be false.
This result will produce its own fruits,
and the reaction produced will be the
overthrow of God's enemies. And when
the time of difficulty and sorrow over-
takes them because of their iniquities,
and they will be to a certain extent fear-
ful of the consequences, the way will be
prepared for the fulfillment of the words
of the Prophet, that those who will not
take up their sword against their neigh-
bors will have need to flee to Zion. This
will be the result of the actions of those
who are now our enemies—those who
should be our neighbors, and who are
now operating to bring about our down-
fall.

But let me say unto you, my brethren
and sisters, that all their efforts and all
the moves that they have made have pro-
duced a contrary effect to what they in-
tended, and all they do in future will
be far more striking in its effects than
anything that has previously transpired.
They began in the first organization of
this Church to tell so many falsehoods,
and they have told them so long and
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circulated them so widely and so very
rapidly, with a design to destroy our
character, and with a design to make
the world believe that we were a blood-
thirsty people—a people guilty of every
species of crime, that they think cre-
dence must still be given to all they do
and say. Those who have circulated these
unfounded stories are filled with the very
spirit which they accuse us of possessing;
and they do this for the purpose of creat-
ing difficulty and bringing trouble upon
us.

I have seen this myself. I have seen
men who knew when they were writ-
ing that they were writing statements
that were not true. Some of these were
men that have been associated with us
in the bonds of fellowship, and the spirit
which they sought to infuse into others
they had received by transgression. This
spirit has caused editors and other men
who have labored in this manner to bring
about our destruction, to lay the founda-
tion for their own damnation.

Fear is taking hold of the hearts of
men, and it will doubtless increase un-
til that will be fulfilled which was spo-
ken by the Prophet—"Let us not go up
against Zion, for the people thereof are
terrible." Men do not realize that they
are fulfilling the words of the Prophet of
God. No: they labor diligently and as-
siduously, as they think, to prevent that.
Therefore not only are the good brethren
and sisters and the pure and holy labor-
ing for the fulfillment of the word of God
and the spreading abroad of the truths
of heaven, but the wicked who are labor-
ing for the overthrow of the kingdom of
God have all their efforts turned to good
account, and the fruits thereof are begin-
ning to be apparent. This, as I before
observed, will increase and be more ap-
parent, every year that we live upon the
earth. This is not a dead letter which
I am speaking to you, but it is a truth



