PRIVILEGES ENJOYED BY THE SAINTS, ETC.

over the children of men, and the bosom
of the Almighty is filled with sorrow be-
cause of the condition of the human fam-
ily.

I believe that an Elder who goes forth
can to some extent realize the deplorable
condition of fallen men, and it fills him
with compassion; and instead of killing
them off and destroying them, he feels
willing to lay down his own life, if, by so
doing, he could bring them to the knowl-
edge of the truth.

I have sometimes heard the brethren
indulge in harsh expressions when they
have been tried; but when we con-
sider the condition of the inhabitants
of the earth as it really is—view them
from the standing point which we oc-
cupy, instead of having these feelings of
vengeance towards them, we should feel
that their punishment has already com-
menced, and that that which they suffer
while they tabernacle in the flesh would
be sufficient for many things that they
have done.

During my absence on my recent mis-
sion to the Eastern States, I found but
few willing to listen to the truths I had to
proclaim to them. There were, however,
a few who were anxious to learn what we
believed in—what our views were; but
the great majority of the people were so
completely filled with newspaper stories
which go forth week after week and day
after day, that they were not disposed to
listen to what a "Mormon" had to say;
and if there were any who were will-
ing to converse, all their talk would be
about brother Brigham's wives, or some
miracle of which they had heard; but
they would not be willing to say anything
about our faith.

This originates through a vitiated
appetite which has taken possession
of the people throughout the United
States. There were some few who
were disposed to investigate and in-
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quire into our principles—to reason and
reflect.

There is something connected with
this system, and with the power that
is exercised by the Presidency of this
Church, that the world cannot under-
stand. I found many men who were
anxious to investigate, and, if possible,
ascertain what produced this oneness
of feeling, and what enabled President
Young to sway such influence over the
people during our times of difficulty.

The reflecting men over the whole
land, however much they may be led to
believe that we are a corrupted people,
consider this one of the great mysteries.
If there is anything in newspapers about
the "Mormons," it is very apt to be read
with avidity. There is something which
I do not suppose they can account for.
We have gone forth from the time of the
inception of this Gospel, and so signally
triumphed over our enemies, that in the
minds of many men who are posted in re-
gard to the events of the age, there is an
anxiety to form some idea of the features
of the system: they are anxious to know
whether it is going to be a permanent
power in the United States, or whether it
is going to crumble to pieces as has been
talked of by our enemies.

There is one thing they will give us
credit for—namely, that we are united,
that we will give heed to authority, and
that we are in possession of some of
the best modes of getting along that
are known in the world. But there is
a difference of opinion about the ori-
gin of this union. What is the cause
of it? Some attribute it to a wonder-
ful power which the President exercises
over the whole people, and which the
Elders exercise when they go forth into
the world to preach the Gospel: others
say there are inducements held out by
which the people are completely blinded,
and this grows so strong that the people



