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What to say in a short time, when so
many ideas present themselves, is some-
what difficult to decide.

The Gospel of salvation, which is an
astonishment and a stumblingblock to
the world, is true. The journeyings of
the Latter-day Saints and their com-
munications one with another and with
the world are astonishing to the peo-
ple. They wonder what causes us to
gather into these valleys in the moun-
tains, what causes us to become one,
to hearken to the voice of one man, to
be controlled, dictated, and governed by
one individual. This is marvelous in the
eyes of the world; but is it marvelous
in your eyes, brethren? Were there no
other proof than the oneness exhibited
in the midst of this people, that alone
is enough to condemn the world. That
oneness cannot be found anywhere else;
it is produced only in the hearts of the
Latter-day Saints, and is not manifested
in any other community. No other peo-
ple will pick up such portions of their
substance as they can, and travel thou-
sands and thousands of miles—fathers
and mothers leaving their children, hus-
bands leaving their wives, wives leav-
ing their husbands, children leaving
their parents, brothers and sisters leav-
ing each other—after this "strange delu-
sion," as it is called, and, when they are
gathered, hearken to one man.

This circumstance creates the deep-
est regret in the hearts of our enemies,

more, seemingly, than all other acts of
the Latter-day Saints.

When I was in England did I, apart
from the Priesthood, exercise an influ-
ence over any of your minds to cause you
to come here and locate in Cache Val-
ley? Was I the instrument that caused
you to forsake your friends in your na-
tive country, and gather with the Latter-
day Saints? Your enemies will tell you
that it was the influence that I held over
you which prompted your movements;
but that is not true. I have no more in-
fluence over the Latter-day Saints, aside
from the Priesthood, than you have over
each other. If the Spirit of truth does not
speak through me and dictate my words,
they are no better than the words of an-
other man. If the Holy Ghost manifests
to you, one thousand or ten thousand
miles from here, that this is the time the
Lord has fixed for building up his Zion—
that this is the time spoken of by the
Prophets in which the Saints are com-
manded to gather out from the wicked,
then it is the Spirit of the Most High that
has influenced and controlled you, and
not me nor any other man.

Are you satisfied with your location?
Are you satisfied with yourselves? Are
you satisfied with the brethren? Are
you satisfied when your minds revert to
your native lands, your former friends,
and the old homesteads where you spent
your childhood? Are you satisfied to



