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I delight to meet with my brethren; it
is my chief joy—it affords me great con-
solation and comfort. But whether I am
alone or in the midst of the Saints, the
spirit of my religion is continually a sa-
cred consolation to me; I hardly ever see
the time when I do not have a flow of it.

One of the greatest blessings I en-
joy is the privilege of meeting with the
assembled Saints. Do you realize that
there is not another denomination, pro-
fessing Christianity, that enjoys this
privilege in so great a degree as do the
Latter-day Saints? There is not another
society or community professing to be-
lieve the Bible, embracing it in their
faith, would consent, for one moment,
to sell or give away all they have and
travel half-way over the earth for the
sake of assembling together. The po-
sition of all other professing Christians
causes them to mingle more or less with
the ungodly—with those who take the
name of God in vain—with those who
delight in unrighteousness. Were they
called to make the sacrifices required of
this people, they would refuse and aban-
don their religion rather than comply.

The Latter-day Saints are called to
separate themselves from the wicked—
to assemble together and associate with
each other; and this is one of the
greatest blessings bestowed upon me—
that I may not be obliged to min-
gle with the ungodly. My busi-
ness, my course of life, does not call
me where I am under the necessity
of hearing the name of that Deity

whom I worship blasphemed—where his
character, name, place, and attributes
are held in the deepest derision, as they
are in the world. I am not under the
necessity of mingling with such charac-
ters. Is not this a blessing? It is. True,
in traveling and preaching, I have min-
gled either more or less with the ungodly
since I have been in this Church; though,
when I have fallen into such society, I
have passed along as speedily as possi-
ble.

In Kirtland, in 1833, the Prophet
Joseph told the Elders that if they would
do right—would promote the kingdom of
God upon the earth, as they professed
they desired to do, they would take his
counsel to never put forth their hands to
do another day's work to build up a Gen-
tile city. From that day to this, I do not
know that I have done one hour's work
contrary to that counsel. You have fre-
quently heard me refer to my poverty
when I moved to Kirtland in the fall of
1833. Not a man ever gathered with the
Saints, so far as I have known, but had
more property than I had. When I came
into the Church I distributed my sub-
stance and went to preaching, and when
I gathered with the Saints I had nothing.
I then said I would not work to build up a
Gentile city. Other mechanics went from
Kirtland to different cities to get employ-
ment. I said to them, I will work here,
if I do not receive one farthing for my
labor and have to beg my bread, and I
will assist in building up this place, and


