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it would not affect it a particle. There
will always be a head, and members of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, and the kingdom of God. The or-
ganization and authorities are complete,
and the work will roll forth, and the more
the world oppose it the more brilliant it
will grow; and it will purge out those
that have an apostate spirit, and those
who remain will rejoice. A few of our
people have gone to Carson Valley, but
it will hurt them more than anyone else.
It will weaken them in a similar manner
to what I was weakened by my late sick-
ness; and the more disease and death
there is purged from the body of Christ,
so much more brilliant and powerful it
will become.

We are all in the hands of God, and
he will lead us by his Spirit in the way
of life, and he will lead our enemies in
that way that will subserve the interests
of the kingdom of God; and all those who
have had their minds open for the last
two years can see that the Almighty has
done this. A little while ago we picked
up our goods and moved away, and what
did we do it for? We moved away to stay,
and you know a man must be willing to
die in order to live. Now, my sickness
has been unto life, and I shall feel better
when I get my strength than I have done
for twenty years. Some of the brethren
and sisters came in occasionally to see
me, and nearly all of them said they were
very sorry to find me so sick. I think
brother Taylor said so. I replied that I
was not, for I considered it was only rest-
ing my body, and it is about the first rest
I have had for years.

Now, brethren, do not be alarmed,
but let everything pass away that is
corrupt: for the Almighty says that
everything that can be shaken will
be, and that which cannot be shaken
will remain. The work of our God

will move on, let the world do as they
please, and they won't be able to riddle
out anything except that which ought to
be riddled out. "Well, but," says one,
"Joseph's successor has arisen." I would
not care if all the heirs to the Priesthood
that are in the world were to arise, I
know that President Brigham Young will
lead this people till the time comes for a
change. If the Lord wants another man
to take the oversight of this people, he
will know it, and in due time make it
manifest. But is the Lord going to move
upon a man to go and establish his king-
dom among apostates? Why a man must
be a fool to believe it. President Brigham
Young is the man to lead this people,
ladies and gentlemen; and he will lead
them aright, and God will speak through
him, and it will be like the trump of Je-
hovah. God will lead him, and it is for
us to follow him and live our religion—
to be one with him, as the members of a
man's body are one. If you live your reli-
gion, there are no dishonorable members
in that body, for God says through Paul—
"And those members of the body, which
we think to be less honorable, upon these
we bestow more abundant honor; and
our uncomely parts have more abundant
comeliness." God will turn all things to
the glory of his people and for the good of
them that do right.

I traveled and associated with Joseph
Smith, the Prophet, almost from the be-
ginning. This work first began in the
State of New York, and shortly after-
wards the few Saints who had received
the Gospel moved to Kirtland, Ohio, at
which place I first visited the Prophet
Joseph. I went with the first mission
to England, and when I returned and
settled with the Saints in Missouri, I
had not much rest, for I had not been
there long before our enemies requested
us to leave. I went there as a gentleman,


