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sented to the children of men as they
are revealed from heaven. But, as plain
and simple as they are, for eighteen hun-
dred years the world was almost desti-
tute of a knowledge of the truth and of
the Holy Ghost which is poured out to
lead mankind in the way of truth. From
the time of the great falling away, which
took place in the early part of the Chris-
tian era, up to the present time, the
world have been ignorant with regard
to the first principles of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. It is true that professed
Christians have had the examples of the
Prophets and Apostles from their child-
hood up, as laid down in the New Testa-
ment; and yet they have been far from
the truth, and did not know the correct
way of worshipping God. It has been a
mystery to you and to me that we have
never been able to unravel or to find out
by our own wisdom the true knowledge
of God; but the very fact that genera-
tion after generation has risen up and
established systems and organizations,
all professing to be according to the plan
of salvation, and yet opposed one to an-
other, until they have raised up scores of
churches, all differing on points of doc-
trine, proves that there has been some-
thing out of the way.

We know that we have the Gospel
of Christ that has been revealed from
heaven in this generation, wherein are
taught faith, repentance, and baptism
for the remission of sins, and that obe-
dience to those doctrines will bring all
things to our remembrance, and thereby
enable us the more perfectly to do the
will of God while we dwell here in the
flesh. As the Scriptures have informed
us, "There is a spirit in man: and the
inspiration of the Almighty giveth it un-
derstanding." I do not know that I can
explain to you the reasons for the great
difference we see in mankind relative
to the principles of truth, but it has

been so in every age of the world; and
when the Gospel has been preached, the
honest in heart and meek of the earth
have obeyed and been sustained by it,
and they have been enabled to pass
through many scenes of trial and to en-
dure the persecutions that wicked men
have devised to afflict the people of God.

The faithful have always had a pos-
itive knowledge that what they were
doing was right and acceptable to the
Almighty, and that they have been sus-
tained in passing through scenes of trial
by the gift and power of God. They have
realized that it was better to sacrifice
their lives for his kingdom than to live
and enjoy the riches and honors of this
world for a season. This principle sus-
tained the ancient Saints in all their af-
flictions; it sustained them in the den of
lions and in the fiery furnace; and al-
though they frequently sealed their tes-
timony with their blood, they were com-
forted and consoled in looking forward to
the time when the earth would enjoy her
sabbaths, and the Saints enter into their
rest.

The Jews marveled and wondered at
the Savior, for they saw that he was filled
with light and truth. They had eyes
to see, but they saw not. The Savior
laid before them the principles of truth;
he came to them and undertook to con-
vert them; but he wept over them when
he saw what would be the consequences
of their hardheartedness, and how the
Jewish nation would be overthrown and
the people scattered among all nations,
if they rejected the doctrines he pre-
sented to them. He informed them what
would be the result of their disobedi-
ence, and told them that the judgments
of God would fall heavily upon them.
He portrayed to them the oppressions
and torturings with which they would
be afflicted—foretold the destruction of
the temple, that it would be thrown


