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Feeling thankful for the opportunity
of meeting with you, this morning, in
the capacity of our Semi-Annual Con-
ference, I cannot but express my grat-
itude to God that I am a member of
that Church which is everywhere spoken
against, even the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints. I am thankful to
God, my Heavenly Father, that he has re-
vealed the everlasting Gospel in its ful-
ness, and made me, as well as many
of you, the honored instruments to pro-
claim it to all nations, kindreds, tongues,
and people, wherever our lots may be
cast.

Of all people upon the face of the
whole earth, none have so great reason
to be thankful as we. We are brought
into the school of Christ to be instructed
in the laws, spirit, and policy of his king-
dom.

Many of you will bear in mind that
at our last Conference, six months ago,
many of the speakers bore powerful tes-
timony to the truth and certainty of the
cause in which we are engaged; and
you will also recollect that I told you
then that that testimony would seri-
ously affect all nations and people—that
it would be felt throughout the entire
world—that it would be borne by an
invisible hand, and its influence, like
the frosts of autumn, blight the grow-
ing and flourishing prospects of all politi-
cal and worldly schemes and enterprises.
Contemplate now, through the glass
of the public newspapers and journals,
the condition of the nations of Europe,

of Asia, and of America! Our own fa-
vored land is in commotion. The political
elements are heavily charged with elec-
tricity, and the louring storm clouds are
gathering in our horizon, threatening to
avenge the blood of martyred Prophets
and Apostles, and the inhumanity and
cruelty practiced upon the Saints of God.
None of those things are forgotten. They
are written with imperishable charac-
ters in the memory of this people, and
their cries and their prayers have trans-
mitted them to the sacred records above,
to be answered in their behalf by storms,
by tempests, by whirlwinds, by earth-
quakes, by famines, by the sword, and
also by flames of devouring fire.

The testimony of the servants of God,
before alluded to, forcibly reminds me of
a certain class of men spoken of in the
Revelation of St. John, who overcame by
the blood of the Lamb and by the word
of their testimony. When our testimony
goes forth from this stand, we cannot al-
ways tell exactly where it may take ef-
fect; but we know that it will not re-
turn void. It must fall somewhere. It
is like the seeds of plants and flowers,
which are often carried high in the air
and wafted on the breeze to a remote dis-
tance; yet the laws of gravity will ulti-
mately compel them to a resting place,
where their effects may be seen.

For me to testify to you that
"Mormonism" is true—to declare its


