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I do not wish to be overzealous, to
say the time is mine, or that I have the
privilege, above others of my brethren,
of speaking. I like to hear my brethren
speak quite as well as to speak myself;
but as there is time, I feel it my privi-
lege to stand before the Saints and in-
struct, guide, and encourage them, and
build them up in the faith of the holy
Gospel.

The same principles and the same
feelings that I imbibed when I embraced
the Gospel of salvation are still within
me, but in a greater degree. As you
have frequently heard me say, there
is nothing, except the Gospel of life
and salvation—the power of God—that
would ever induce me to become a public
speaker. But the principles of eternal life
are so engaging, so endearing, so lovely,
so worthy of all acceptation, so sweet,
so great, that I could not refuse; conse-
quently, I have been striving for many
years to perfect myself, with others, in
the history, plan, knowledge, and ways
of the Lord upon the earth, and in the
holy Priesthood that is calculated to save
the children of men. I delight in hear-
ing my brethren speak. I do not know
that I was ever more gratified in hearing
a servant of God bring forth out of his
storehouse the riches of eternity than I
was, a week ago this morning, in hear-
ing brother Hyde set forth the beauti-
ful things pertaining to the kingdom of
our God. I have been equally edified to-
day, if I do not exactly agree with him in

regard to the means for the further pro-
motion of the kingdom of God, and bear-
ing off his people. In the remarks I have
heard from brother J. D. Ross, this af-
ternoon, I am delighted. I drink, and I
drink again, and am I still dry? I am
at least still prepared for more; and the
more I receive in my understanding, and
the more my mind expands for the things
of God, the better, seemingly, I am pre-
pared to receive more and more.

I do not always entirely agree with
some in their sayings; but my brethren,
like myself, sometimes do not use the
language best adapted to convey their
ideas. For instance, I am not ready to
confess as do some that I know noth-
ing, and that I am a fool. I know a
great many things, and I know them
right. Brother Ross says that people
are more willing to believe the testimony
of men who have been dead many cen-
turies than the testimony of living men.
This, however, does not apply to me; for
I delighted more in the voice of Joseph
Smith than in all the voices of the dead
Prophets I never heard. He was the liv-
ing oracle of God with me; he was the
medium through which the Lord spoke
to me. Do you not think that his voice
was delightful to me? Yes. When I
read his letters, his sermons, his rev-
elations, unless I am in the spirit by
which they were dictated, they are lean
to me to what they used to be when
he was with us. They were rich, they


