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nation to preserve its existence. Every-
thing they do divides them until they
will be split asunder and shivered to
pieces. So they would do with this work.

They succeeded in killing Joseph, but
he had finished his work. He was a ser-
vant of God, and gave us the Book of
Mormon. He said the Bible was right
in the main, but, through the translators
and others, many precious portions were
suppressed, and several other portions
were wrongly translated; and now his
testimony is in force, for he has sealed
it with his blood. As I have frequently
told them, no man in this dispensation
will enter the courts of heaven, without
the approbation of the Prophet Joseph
Smith, Jun. Who has made this so? Have
I? Have this people? Have the world?
No; but the Lord Jehovah has decreed it.
If I ever pass into the heavenly courts,
it will be by the consent of the Prophet
Joseph. If you ever pass through the
gates into the Holy City, you will do so
upon his certificate that you are worthy
to pass. Can you pass without his inspec-
tion? No; neither can any person in this
dispensation, which is the dispensation
of the fulness of times. In this genera-
tion, and in all the generations that are
to come, everyone will have to undergo
the scrutiny of this Prophet. They say
that they killed Joseph, and they will yet
come with their hats under their arms
and bend to him; but what good will
it do them, unless they repent? They
can come in a certain way and find fa-
vor, but will they? No. We paid for
lands in Missouri that the wicked now
possess. The United States could rise
up and say, "You Mormons, come back,
and we will defend you in your rights."
But will they do this? No, but they
will spend their millions to deprive us of
our just rights. They might do a great

many good things: they might forsake
their meanness, if they had a mind to.

If this people will do right and keep
the law of the Lord, he will bring them
back to the lands of their inheritances.
The question might be asked, "Have you
lands to return to?" Yes, I have lands in
Missouri—lands in a number of places—
farms that I am the rightful owner of. I
am the rightful owner of lands in Illinois.
Did I occupy them? No. Why? Did I ob-
serve the laws? Yes: I lived so entirely
above them, that to me they were com-
paratively beneath my feet. "Why could
you not live in Missouri or Illinois?" I be-
lieved that Joseph Smith, Jun., was and
is a Prophet, and that Jesus Christ is
coming to cleanse the earth from pollu-
tion and gather the Saints from the four
quarters of the world. Because I believed
in God the Father, and in Jesus Christ as
the Savior of the world, and in the doc-
trine he taught, and because I practiced
that doctrine; and if you say that you be-
lieve this doctrine and do not practice it,
you can be a good Christian.

The administrators of the Govern-
ment of the United States violated ev-
ery principle of the Constitution in the
very act of making a war upon their own
subjects; and if the laws of Congress
were carried out, they would be treated
as traitors to the Government. I was
in Missouri through the troubles. Did
this people transgress the law of that
State or of the United States? Did they
do anything to justly bring the wrath of
that State or of the Government upon
them? No. This people observed the
laws of Missouri and the law of God more
strictly than any other class, and yet
the State authorities could issue their
orders to exterminate the "Mormons"—
to drive or destroy them—every man,
woman, and child of them. Suppose the


