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of truth, and who have not received
the Priesthood, who have not received
the revelations of the Holy Spirit to
teach and guide them: they possess not
the advantages of acquiring this under-
standing and of perfecting themselves in
the knowledge of God as do the Saints.
With the Latter-day Saints, who are fa-
vored with the light of the revelations
of heaven, with the voice of Prophets,
with the inspiration of the Holy Ghost,
with the privilege of walking in the light
of Christ, and the privilege of obeying
the everlasting Gospel, in all things it is
vastly different. It is their privilege to
learn themselves and their position be-
fore God, and to study the interest and
happiness of those with whom they are
associated, to do all they can to fit them
for that higher position and order of in-
telligence and glory which has been re-
ferred to this morning by our President
and which are touched upon in the vision
which God gave to Joseph Smith and Sid-
ney Rigdon in February, 1832.

We are called upon by the revela-
tions that are given to us, and by the
living oracles, to be Saints of God and
heirs of celestial glory. Are we heirs
to celestial glory? I understand that
every son and daughter of Adam who
hear the sound of the everlasting Gospel
when it is proclaimed by a servant of
God having authority, and who yield
obedience to that Gospel, and who re-
tain the Holy Spirit and offer themselves
in humility as candidates and receive
baptism for the remission of sins—such
persons become candidates for celestial
honors—for that inheritance which is
eternal and fadeth not away, and even-
tually become prepared to enter into the
glory and presence of the Father and
the Son. This is the promise to the
Saints, if they continue faithful, and in
all things abide the law of the Lord,
and keep sacred and holy the cove-

nants they made in baptism. It is faith
in the first principles of the Gospel, faith
in the first testimony that is presented,
and repentance of their past sins, and
baptism for the remission of sins, laying
on of hands by the Elders for the gift of
the Holy Ghost, that they may receive
the remission of sins and the blessings of
the Holy Spirit, and that they may be en-
dowed with power to prophesy, to speak
in tongues, to interpret tongues, to heal
the sick, and rebuke evil spirits, and cast
them out from those possessed; yes, that
they may even have faith to raise the
dead, and exercise the power of God in
every case of necessity.

Does this prepare them for the ce-
lestial kingdom of our God? If they
have in reality taken upon themselves
the name of Christ and kept sacred their
covenants, and the Almighty should take
them to himself, and thus cut short their
mortal career, I understand that they
are saved. But so long as they remain
upon the earth in the flesh, they re-
main under the same obligation to serve
the Lord today as much as yesterday,
and then continue the next day and the
next week as they were at first to re-
pent and be baptized for the remission
of their sins, when the commandment of
the Lord comes to them in England, Aus-
tralia, Denmark, Switzerland, and the
islands of the sea, to gather up their
substance, come to the gathering place,
and assist in building up the Zion of
our God, and to assist in establishing
his kingdom in the tops of the moun-
tains. Until then, there is another com-
mandment binding upon them, which is
a part of the law of the Lord; and if they
are required to contribute to feed the
poor, clothe the naked, and assist this
people in the great work of the gather-
ing, and donate for the building up of
the Zion of our God, this is a part of
their duty, and it is included in the com-


