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this, you will have to do so in a day to
come, before you can receive an exalta-
tion in the kingdom of God; for the day
will come when every knee shall bow and
every tongue confess that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of the living God. This is
the Gospel of Christ that we preach, and
it is going to all the nations of the earth;
and it will never stop till every ear shall
have heard the sound, and every tongue
confess that Jesus is the Lord.

I introduced the Gospel into Europe
23 years ago. Now where is it? It has
spread throughout many of the Euro-
pean countries, its sound has been heard
in Asia, Africa, and Australia, and in
many of the islands, and tens of thou-
sands have received the truth. I know
that this is the Gospel of Christ, and it is
the power of God unto salvation to every
one that believeth and practices it; but it
is not the power of God to those who do
not practice it.

If this Gospel of the kingdom had
been preached in its simplicity by all the
Elders, there would have been a thou-
sand in the Church now where there is
one. But the Elders preach everything
to the world but what they are sent to
preach. Instead of going down to the
root of the matter, and coming up to the
trunk and limbs, they begin at the top
and cram it down; yes, they make them
swallow the tree top foremost.

Now, in all the missions of President
Young and myself, there was never a cir-
cumstance occurred where men wanted
to argue and hold discussion with us,
because we presented the plain truth.
But when men reason upon things they
know nothing about, they get into trou-
ble. It is the duty of the Elders
to simplify everything as they can, go
down to the roots, and do not take
hold of the biggest roots but the small
ones, and show them gradually every
principle that pertains to eternal life.

If men that are going to preach the
Gospel will do this, the Lord will teach
them something, for he is a natural
mechanic; and that man is a natural
preacher and a natural being who is like
his father; for our God is a natural man,
and as President Young says, our Heav-
enly Father is the beginning; the first
of all mechanics. Where did he get his
knowledge from? From his Father, just
as we get knowledge from our earthly
parents. Why, bless you, there are men
in this Church that knew my grandfa-
ther, and I knew my father, and many
of you know your fathers. Now, you
know me, all of you, and I have offspring,
and they are acquainted with me, and
know considerable of my mind. Then
why not the children of our Heavenly Fa-
ther know his mind and will? If the peo-
ple were as natural as they were in the
beginning, they would be much more in-
telligent than they are now.

In relation to the way in which I look
upon the works of God and his creatures,
I will say that I was naturally begotten;
so was my father, and also my Savior Je-
sus Christ. According to the Scriptures,
he is the first begotten of his father in
the flesh, and there was nothing unnat-
ural about it.

I will say to all friends, neighbors,
and visitors, and all the world that have
not complied with the Gospel, Repent of
your sins and be baptized for the remis-
sion of them, and receive the Holy Ghost
by the laying on of hands by those hav-
ing authority. Be honest, and seek to
serve the Lord your God. This is my
advice to you and those of my brethren
that have come in with the handcarts,
or what I call the Independent Com-
pany of the United States. Be Saints;
live your religion; be upright and vir-
tuous in all things. Do you think you
will find sharks here? Yes, I tell you
there are plenty of sharks, and lots of


