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it is high time that it was put a stop to,
which I am going to do, God and good
brethren being my helpers.

I am in earnest in this matter, and
God will sustain me in it. Quit sending
or bringing silks, satins, and furbelows
for your wives to flaunt in. I am strongly
opposed to it.

Some may inquire whether I did not
make money when on missions. If I did,
it has been expended to gather the poor.
When I returned from England, I had
but one sovereign left when I reached
home. Brother Joseph asked me what I
was going to do for a living. I told him
that I was going to borrow fifteen cents
to put with my sovereign to buy a barrel
of flour, visit my friends, and when that
flour was eaten I should be ready to do
what the Lord required. I went on my
mission to England, performed its du-
ties, and returned with clean hands and
a pure heart; and all who desire to honor
God and their holy calling to the Priest-
hood must pursue this course.

From this time forth every man that
goes on a mission with a view to specu-
lation will be overtaken by poverty, for
speculation is no part of the duties de-
volving upon the Elders. They should
practice the strictest economy, especially
while on their missions. I have not
sought for riches, nor placed my affec-
tions upon the things of this world. I
do not at home any more than I did
abroad. When I obtain money and other
property, I study to dispose of it to the
best advantage for promoting the cause
in which we are engaged. And I tell
you, in the name of Israel's God, that
it is my counsel and imperative com-
mand that our Missionaries let specula-
tion alone, and preach the Gospel, and
so live that when you blow the Gospel
trump your words will be like melted
lead in the hearts of the people, and not

return unto you void, that you may glory
and do good in the labor to which God
has called you. Do not operate as some
have, but let your minds and energies be
devoted to the business on which you are
sent.

Publications have been issued from
the Liverpool Office and crowded upon
the people, seemingly regardless of the
wants or ability of the brethren, and cre-
ating what is known as the "Book Debt,"
the very sound of which is disagreeable;
lithographed and engraved likenesses of
Elders have been forced upon Confer-
ences; and in some instances the money
on hand in London and Liverpool has
been taken and used by the Elders to
the estimated amount of the publications
and likenesses, a large portion of which
remain lumbering storerooms as dead
stock, except where sold out of the way as
waste paper. Brethren have been obliged
to take more or less copies of publica-
tions, whether they could use them, or
afford to pay for them, or not; and this
very system of forcing publications upon
the brethren and Conferences has pre-
vented hundreds and thousands of the
Saints from emigrating, turned a great
deal of money from its legitimate chan-
nel, and left us useless articles instead
of the money the Church or the peo-
ple should have had. Put thousands of
pounds into the hands of an Elder in this
manner, and it will go from him without
his being able to tell where or how it has
gone: it seems impossible for him to keep
it or its value; it slips away.

There are thousands of pounds' worth
of books, &c., now lying useless in
the Liverpool Office, that have been
paid for with Tithing money, which
ought to have been used for emigrat-
ing the poor, paying debts, and oth-
erwise carrying on the work, in ac-
cordance with counsel from here: but
instead of this, the books lie use-


