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ing themselves for the golden god—the
Mammon of this world.

The world is drunk, but not with wine
or strong drink; and our country is the
most drunken of all. They are deluding
themselves; they are drunk with party
fanaticism; they are high-minded, heady,
and senseless, and are fast going to de-
struction. As brother Heber has stated,
the Lord Almighty will empty the earth
of the wickedness that has dwelt upon it
for so many hundreds of years: it will not
be suffered to dwell upon it much longer.
The wicked will go to their place, and
the Almighty will gather his Saints and
raise up a people who know their right
hands from their left, which Christen-
dom does not know, so far as pertains to
the plan of salvation.

Serve your God, but not for gold.
Strive to be righteous, not for any spec-
ulation, but because righteousness is
lovely, pure, holy, beautiful, and exalt-
ing: it is designed to make the soul
happy and full of joy, to the extent of the
whole capacity of man, filling him with
light, glory, and intelligence. If you can-
not love it for that, do not undertake to
be righteous. A man cannot be a Saint at
the same time that he loves sin and rolls
it under his tongue as a sweet morsel,
any more than an Elder can do good on
a mission while his heart is set upon
riches, planning to bring home merchan-
dise. The Elders cannot accomplish both
these things at once; and in trying to do
so they have missed their aim, for they
have neither got rich nor magnified their
calling and priesthood.

I can say amen to what brother Heber
has said. Those who now go forth upon
missions will feel more of the power of
God than they ever had, and will speak
as men having authority, asking no odds
of the wicked. I said, in Nauvoo, that
we were going to leave our possessions.

We did so, and God has been and is
our helper, and is on our right and left,
and round about us like a wall of fire
to defend this people, if they serve him
with an undivided heart. Will our ene-
mies be saved? No. They have had the
Gospel preached to them year after year,
and have rejected it. What are they?
Comparatively nothing. Where are they?
Nowhere. Who are they? Nobody; and as
they ripen in iniquity they will depart to
the place prepared for them, and be as
though they had never been. Can you so
much as hire them to serve God? No: but
go into the East Indies and you can hire
hundreds to profess to serve God, by pay-
ing them so much a day. Christian min-
isters are said to build up their churches
there by hiring the natives to be sprin-
kled and have their names written in the
church records. There is a gentleman
now in our city who has been blamed by
missionaries, both in Europe and Amer-
ica, for writing the truth about their op-
erations in Africa. They had not made as
many converts as they had lost mission-
aries on the African soil.

We want the Elders of Israel to
preach the Gospel without purse or scrip,
and to trust in God for their food, rai-
ment, and lodging. If you have not a
second shirt with you, do not be fretting
about it, but trust in God for some per-
son to give you another; for you will not
have anything without the Lord pleases,
neither food nor raiment; and what he
wants you to have he will bring about.
Then trust in the Lord, going forth in his
name. I will leave the matter of gather-
ing means to the Bishops.

"How much, brother Brigham, do
you want gathered to enable the Mis-
sionaries to reach their fields of la-
bor and assist their families during
their absence? Will five dollars do?
for we are very poor in our Ward:


