COVETOUSNESS, ETC.

that can be bestowed upon man is eter-
nal life—the power to sustain ourselves
and preserve our identity before our God,
though this is not esteemed riches by the
world. You may assemble such men as
Dick Turpin of England, Joaquin of Cali-
fornia, and Joseph C. Hare of the United
States, and let them hoist the golden
flag, and you will see priest and people
running after them, and they will call
them fine gentlemen, give them of their
substance, and their daughters to wives.

We have the real wealth here. We
have not much gold and silver here, but
we have the good, fine flour, good wheat,
horses, cattle, beef, pork, vegetables,
fruit, sheep, and wool, and good wives
to manufacture the wool into clothing.
This is real wealth. This people is a rich
people. We are the wealthiest people, in
what constitutes true wealth, and in pro-
portion to our number, that there are in
any other part of our country: we have
the comforts of life.

I will now inform the Latter-day
Saints in this Territory that I wish them
to fit out our Missionaries, who are going
into the world to preach, with means to
go to their fields of labor, and then sus-
tain their families when they are gone.
That is the text I wish to lay before
the people. If I do not preach upon
it this morning, I may this afternoon.
I was with the Bishops last Thursday
evening, and I requested them to notify
the brethren to come here prepared to
donate their half-eagles, eagles, fifty dol-
lar pieces, horses, mules, wagons, wheat
by the twenty and hundred bushels, and
other available means, that we may send
these brethren away rejoicing; and then
we will give them a promise that we will
provide for their families after they are
gone, so far as they are unable to provide
for themselves.

You may inquire, "What has hap-
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pened? Is there anything new under the
sun? Are the Church and kingdom of
God becoming different from what they
were?" All this can be explained to you—
only give us time. I think that the
brethren were required to go and preach
"without purse and scrip," and that is
what I am now trying to get them to
do—to go "without purse and scrip," and
not beg the poor Saints to death. Let
us support the Elders, instead of mak-
ing the poor do it. We are able to send
these men out to preach the Gospel, and
they may go "without purse or scrip.” It
may be asked, "What do you say to the
following words of Paul?—"Yea, ye your-
selves know, that these hands have min-
istered unto my necessities, and to them
that were with me. I have showed you
all things, how that so laboring ye ought
to support the weak, and so remember
the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said,
It is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive." When the Elders are on Missions,
I want them to let speculation alone. I
call trading, begging, and borrowing, and
laying plans to come home wealthy, spec-
ulation. The Elders of Israel have not
magnified their callings as they should
have done. Had they known things as
they really are, and seen them as they
are in the bosom of eternity, they would
rather have suffered their right hands to
be cut off, or their heads to be severed
from their bodies, than do as some have
done.

"The earth is the Lord's, and the ful-
ness thereof." All the gold and silver are
in the hands of the Lord. When he is
so disposed, gold cannot be found; and
when he is disposed, the surface of the
earth is full of it. There may be gold
here; but, to find it, the persons will have
to ride over my faith. No doubt many
of the Elders are hunting to find gold.
I was going to say that I would rather



