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France, and other foreign countries,
were you prepared to receive the ora-
cles from heaven? No. Are you pre-
pared now? No. Are those who have
been in the Church twenty, twenty-five,
or thirty years prepared to have the vi-
sions of eternity opened to them? No.
To hear the voice of the angel Gabriel?
No. How can you be prepared, if you
let little, frivolous, trifling afflictions and
temptations overcome you and turn you
away? The Lord has brought you here
to try every fiber of your hearts, even
as Abraham was tried in all things, to
prove whether you are friends of God.
And when you see anyone do wrong, you
should say, "That is nothing to me; he
is in the hands of God, and will have to
answer to Him, and I for myself." And
when you see persons about to give way
to temptation, you should say to your
families, "Let us pray to the Lord to give
them strength and power to overcome
the temptations of the evil ones, that
they may remain here, instead of apos-
tatizing."

Some of you will do as I have stated;
but if you will be faithful to your
covenants, you will not only be saviors
to yourselves and to your wives and chil-
dren, but also to your neighbors. When
you see a neighbor begin to slip, pray for
him that he may have the Spirit of the
Gospel as he once had. And if you feel
this Spirit within yourselves, pray for an
increase of that light you received when
you first received the Gospel, and you
will save yourself and house.

Yet, after all the labor that will
be performed by the Elders of Israel
in traveling to the utmost parts of
the earth, in gathering out the peo-
ple from all nations, kindreds, tongues,
and people, and gathering them home
to Zion and Jerusalem, and perhaps
other places the Lord will appoint for
the gathering of the people in the lat-
ter days; and after all the preaching,
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faith, and toil that will be wrought by
the servants of God, when Christ comes,
there will be five foolish virgins and five
wise.

My exhortation to every man,
woman, and child that has named the
name of Christ—my positive command
to you, which I urge upon you, and which
it is your imperative duty to hearken to
and obey, is to so live every moment that
there will not be a dark spot upon your
lives—that you can say every night, "The
last is the best day I have ever lived. God
be praised that I have been enabled to so
live this day that I can go to sleep with
a clear conscience." In short, so live that
when you wake in the spirit world you
can truthfully say, "I could not better my
mortal life, were I to live it over again."
I exhort you, for the sake of the house
of Israel, for the sake of Zion which we
are to build up, to so live, from this time,
henceforth, and forever, that your char-
acters may with pleasure be scrutinized
by holy beings. Live godly lives, which
you cannot do without living moral lives.

A man can commit sin, and return
to the Lord and receive forgiveness; but
who has the assurance that he will have
power to repent? Who has the right and
privilege granted unto him to swear, or
to take that which is not his own and
make use of it for himself? I know of no
such right. Who has a right to commit
adultery? If anyone has such a permit
from the Almighty, bring it forth and let
us read it to the congregation, that we
may know it. Who has a right to bear
false witness? Who has a right to defile
himself by getting drunk? If you have
this right, let us see it. If you have a
right to disgrace your wives and children
in the eyes of the people, and God says it
is just and true, bring out your authority
and let us see it. I know of no person who
has a right to sin.



