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communion of the holy ones upon the
earth, and that their sorrows and all that
afflicts them will have passed away.

I wish to inform you, brethren and
sisters, who have just arrived in these
valleys, that all your trials hitherto are
but trifling in comparison to the trials
you will now be called to meet and pass
through. How many of you will continue
faithful—preserve yourselves in your in-
tegrity and in the faith of the Lord Jesus
Christ? You have come here expressly
to be assembled with the Saints; your
object in gathering was to forsake the
wickedness that is in the world and to
mingle with those who serve God with
an undivided heart, and you expect to be
faithful; but let me inform you that you
will not all prove faithful; some of you
will apostatize. Can you tell who? You
reply, "No:" but the first you are aware,
some of you will be off to California, per-
haps, with the words—"To Cache or Car-
son, we don't care a d—which," on your
wagon covers, as they were on the wagon
covers of some who started for Carson
last spring. Some of you will be tempted
above what you will bear—will tamely
submit to darkness and its powers—to
the evil influences of wicked spirits—will
forsake the faith, and the Devil will get
the advantage of you.

Your troubles have just commenced;
you are on the threshold of the depart-
ment wherein you will have fiery tri-
als, such as you have never had. Some
who have been here for years will come
around you and say—"Well, brother, or
sister, how do you do? Do you like
the country and people?" "I don't know.
I guess I shall; I should like to have
some things a little different; but this
is a good people." "Well," says an old
brother who has been laboring in the
Church for years to save the people,
"I don't know about it; I understand

that A. says thus and so. I don't know
about it; a few days ago, I saw a brother,
who seems to be a good brother, talk-
ing with the President; he seems to be
in close communion with the heads of
the Church, and is all the time steal-
ing horses. I really do not know about
this." Very likely the Lord has suffered
this old "Mormon" to stay in the Church
thus long to get some of you to aposta-
tize; and when he succeeds, you will go
to hell together. Thus you will be led step
by step to deny the faith, and to reduce
the light that was in you to total dark-
ness.

One will reflect—"I do not know
about brother John; there are some
things in his character that look dark to
me, and, according to the religion I have
embraced, I do not understand them;
and there is James, if his conduct corre-
sponds with the Gospel as I have heard
it preached in my native country, I do
not know about it; I will look more nar-
rowly into this;" and the first you know
you will retire to rest without praying in
your family. And when you rise in the
morning you are meditating upon what
John and James are doing—that you just
saw one of them taking a pole from his
neighbor's fence, and you say, "I don't
know about this; this is rather a dark
affair among the Latter-day Saints who
have assembled here from among all na-
tions to serve God! Well, wife, have you
got your breakfast ready? Come on, fam-
ily; breakfast is ready; gather round the
table." The wife's heart sinks, for she
had been accustomed to hear this man
pray; but there is no prayer this morn-
ing. A short blessing is asked, the break-
fast is eaten, and the man looks off to
John, James, Dick, Harry, the Devil, and
hell; and by-and-by away he goes, an-
other apostate.

God gathers his people to school
them. While you were in England,


