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to my knowledge, from the days of Adam
to the present.

Looking at the human family—the
millions of intelligent beings who have
come upon this earth from the days of
Adam until now, and those that must
still come in the course of events—the
question naturally arises, What are they
created for? What is the object of their
being? None of them have power to pro-
duce themselves. Jesus Christ is the heir
of this vast family. He said that he had
power to lay down his life and take it up
again; but he had no more power to pro-
duce his life, in the beginning of his exis-
tence, than we have. Every human being
is endowed, more or less, with eternal in-
telligence, with the germ of life everlast-
ing, of glory immortal; and then, when
I view the human family as they are,
with the traditions of the fathers, what
the Bible has taught, what the priest
has taught, and what kings and rulers
have introduced and fastened upon their
people, through traditions and customs,
and contemplate the variety now exist-
ing and that has existed upon the earth,
the marks of these finites, and what is
their end, I can truly say that, in my
estimation, no other revelation so glori-
ous was ever given. You may read the
character of the Deity as portrayed in all
that has ever been revealed, until you
come to this vision, in relation to his jus-
tice, his judgment, his power, his life, his
glory, his excellence, his goodness, his
mercy, and the fulness of every gift, of
every trait, of every principle inherent in
the character of the Supreme Being, and
it is not equal in magnitude, in my re-
flections, to that which God revealed to
Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon in the
vision from which I have read.

We are far advanced in the things
of the kingdom of God. To say noth-
ing about any other principle or doc-
trine that has ever been revealed,

the transcending glory, excellency, wis-
dom, goodness, virtue, and power that
God has revealed in this vision far out-
weigh all the Christian tenets, doctrines,
and systems they have drawn from the
Bible. No cistern, to use a figure, hewn
by man, can hold water; and every hu-
man doctrine and principle, professing to
point the way of salvation, fades away.
The doctrine God has revealed here is
more precious to me, and is worth more
than all the doctrines of Christendom.

We may read that the Lord will turn
the wicked into hell, and all the nations
that forget God; but, so far as the Bible
and priests are concerned, the world are
left in the dark upon what this vision re-
veals. Fatality is sealed on the world by
the priests as an everlasting inheritance
and legacy, from which they never can be
delivered. Their doom is to dwell in a
lake of fire and brimstone. God has cre-
ated this intelligence to preserve it. If
the world, with its present feelings, be-
lieved this vision, they would say—"Our
condition will be so far better than we
had anticipated, that we will continue
our course; for we love the world and
the things of the world, and we will roll
sin as a sweet morsel under our tongues,
and delight in all the iniquity we have
indulged in from youth, and continue to
imbibe the erroneous principles taught
by the fathers and others, and will pass
on from day to day; for our condition is
to be so far better than our priests have
taught us." It would have been better for
them had they never been born, were it
not so.

Were the wicked, in their sins,
under the necessity of walking into
the presence of the Father and Son,
hand in hand with those who be-
lieve that all will be saved—that Jesus
will leave none, their condition would
be more excruciating and unendurable


