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the dealings of the Lord with this peo-
ple from the beginning? If we can
understand this, it is indeed a mat-
ter of great rejoicing to us. All in-
telligent beings who are crowned with
crowns of glory, immortality, and eter-
nal lives must pass through every ordeal
appointed for intelligent beings to pass
through, to gain their glory and exalta-
tion. Every calamity that can come upon
mortal beings will be suffered to come
upon the few, to prepare them to enjoy
the presence of the Lord. If we obtain the
glory that Abraham obtained, we must
do so by the same means that he did. If
we are ever prepared to enjoy the soci-
ety of Enoch, Noah, Melchizedek, Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, or of their faith-
ful children, and of the faithful Prophets
and Apostles, we must pass through the
same experience, and gain the knowl-
edge, intelligence, and endowments that
will prepare us to enter into the celestial
kingdom of our Father and God. How
many of the Latter-day Saints will en-
dure all these things, and be prepared to
enjoy the presence of the Father and the
Son? You can answer that question at
your leisure. Every trial and experience
you have passed through is necessary for
your salvation.

The greatest trial this people are un-
der the necessity of bearing is to hold
fellowship with false brethren. Which
would you choose—to leave your homes,
as this people have done in many in-
stances, and suffer yourselves to be
driven, and seek new homes, and make
new acquaintances in a strange coun-
try, or to live in your houses and upon
your possessions, and be surrounded
with false brethren? That question can
be readily answered by every Saint. I
can see those in this congregation who
were in Missouri when thousands were
ready and anxious to kill the few Saints
then there; but the Saints would rather
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suffer all that was suffered there and in
other States, than be obliged to live with
thieves—with those who would swear
falsely against them, and deceive, and
be guilty of every kind of abomination.
They would rather leave their homes,
seek new locations, and make new pos-
sessions, than be under the necessity
of mingling with, of eating bread and
drinking water in the name of Israel's
God, and fellowshipping the ungodly—
the wretches who would destroy them
from the earth.

Some may think that they have
passed through severe trials during the
few years past; but so far as my own
experience and knowledge go, I have
passed through no scenes of trial or sor-
row. I have never felt better in my life
than I have during two or three years
past. I do not know that I have had
wicked, unrighteous, or ungodly feelings
pertaining to the whole matter, though
I may have felt desirous at times to lay
righteousness to the line and judgment
to the plummet and sweep away the
refuge of lies; but that would have only
gratified that which pertains to the nat-
ural man. I am confident it would not
have satisfied that immortal part within
us that is pure and holy, but partakes
more or less of the weaknesses incident
to the fallen portion. I have sometimes
had feelings of this kind—"Draw your
swords, ye Elders of Israel, and never
sheathe them so long as you have an en-
emy upon the earth." I sometimes felt
before the move, like taking the sword
and slaying my enemies, until they were
wasted away. But the Lord did not de-
sign this, and we have remained in peace
and quietness.

Do you see persons who have been
in this Church for years, drinking the
deathly draught put to their mouths
by the wicked? Yes. Have you not
seen them forfeit their right and ti-
tle to the kingdom of God upon the



