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There are now scores of thousands in
this Territory who will do this, and who
feel as I do on this subject, and we will
overcome the wicked. Ten filthy, dirty
sheep in a thousand cause the whole
flock to appear defiled, and a stranger
would pronounce them all filthy; but
wash them, and you will find nine hun-
dred and ninety pure and clean. It is
so with this people: half-a-dozen horse
thieves tend to cause the whole commu-
nity to appear corrupt in the eyes of a
casual observer.

Brother Long said that the Lord will
deal out correction to the evildoer, but
that he would have nothing to do with it.
I do not know whether I shall or not; but
I shall not ask the Lord to do what I am
not willing to do; and I do not think that
brother Long is any more or less ready to
do so than I am. Ask any earthly king to
do a work that you would not do, and he
would be insulted. Were I to ask the Lord
to free us from ungodly wretches, and
not lend my influence and assistance, he
would look upon me differently to what
he now does.

You have read that I have had an
agent in China to mix poison in the
tea, to kill all the nations; that I was
at the head of the Vigilance Commit-
tee in California; that I managed the
troubles in Kansas from the beginning
to the end; that there is not a liquor
shop or distillery but what Brigham
Young dictates it: so state the news-
papers. In these and all other accusa-
tions of evildoing, I defy them to pro-
duce the first show of evidence against
me. It is also asserted that Presi-
dent Buchanan and myself concocted the
plan for the army to come here, with
a view to make money. By-and-by the
poor wretches will come bending, and
say, "I wish I was a 'Mormon.'" All
the army, with its teamsters, hangers-
on, and followers, with the judges,

and nearly all the rest of the civil officers,
amounting to some seventeen thousand
men, have been searching diligently for
three years to bring one act to light that
would criminate me; but they have not
been able to trace out one thread or one
particle of evidence that would criminate
me. Do you know why? Because I walk
humbly with my God and do right, so far
as I know how. I do no evil to anyone; and
as long as I can have faith in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ to hinder the
wolves from tearing the sheep and de-
vouring them, without putting forth my
hand, I shall do so.

I can say honestly and truly, before
God, and the holy angels, and all men,
that not one act of murder or disorder
has occurred in this city or territory that
I had any knowledge of, any more than
a babe a week old, until after the event
has transpired. That is the reason they
cannot trace any crime to me. If I have
faith enough to cause the devils to eat
up the devils, like the Kilkenny cats, I
shall certainly exercise it. Joseph Smith
said that they would eat each other up,
as did those cats. They will do so here,
and throughout the world. The nations
will consume each other, and the Lord
will suffer them to bring it about. It does
not require much talent or tact to get up
opposition in these days. You see it rife
in communities, in meetings, in neigh-
borhoods, and in cities. That is the knife
that will cut down this Government. The
axe is laid at the root of the tree, and ev-
ery tree that bringeth not forth good fruit
will be hewn down.

Out of this Church will grow the
kingdom which Daniel saw. This
is the very people that Daniel saw
would continue to grow and spread
and prosper; and if we are not faith-
ful, others will take our places; for
this is the Church and people that


