PRIVILEGES OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

sentiment and impulse of the heart
above every low, sad, deathly, false, and
groveling feeling. The Lord wishes us to
live that we may enjoy the fulness of the
glory that pertains to the upper world,
and bid farewell to all that gloomy, dark,
deathly feeling that is spread over the in-
habitants of the earth.

My brother Joseph, before "Mor-
monism" came to us, was a man of a
sad heart, seeking to find in the Bible
the principles of eternal life. He once
said to me, "Brother Brigham, there are
no Bible Christians upon the face of the
earth, and I do not see any possible es-
cape for the human family. According to
the writings of the Old and New Testa-
ments, all must go to perdition." I do not
suppose that he had a smile on his coun-
tenance for years. I said to him, "You
and I believe in God and in the Bible.
We suppose the Bible to be true, or at
least the most of it. I admit it to be
true, and admit that there is a God. We
have always been taught so, and that
we have a just God, if we have any. 1
believe in a just, holy, equitable Being;
and if the Gospel is not on the earth,
my feelings are to do about the best I
can; and when I am through, I shall be
in the hands of the same God in whose
hands I have been all the time, and I
will risk it. I did not produce myself—
I did not cause my existence. A being
superior to me has done this; and if I
do as well as I know how, I will then
risk all in his hands, and be perfectly
contented and satisfied. I shall go with
a cheerful countenance, and shall pass
through the world as cheerfully as I can,
making the best of it." But there was
more or less of a gloom over my feel-
ings from the earliest days of my child-
hood that I have in any recollection, until
I heard the everlasting Gospel declared
by the servants of God—until I heard
men testify, by the power of the Holy
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Ghost, that the Book of Mormon is true,
that Joseph Smith is a true Prophet of
the Lord, who had revealed the holy
Priesthood from heaven, had established
his Church, was going to gather Israel,
and was coming to judgment. Under that
preaching the gloom vanished, and has
not since troubled me for a moment.

The dark shade of the valley of death
is over the nations of the earth; the
veil of the covering is over them; they
are hid from the presence of the Lord.
They do not behold his glory—they do
not understand his providences; the fear
of death is over them, and it is a dark
shadow. That was over me, and I made
the best of it. But "Mormonism" has
opened up light. Removing the curtain
from the broad sunshine, it has lighted
up the souls of hundreds of thousands,
and they have been made to rejoice in
the light of truth. Continue to be faith-
ful to your calling. It is your privilege
and duty to so live as to be able to un-
derstand the things of God. There are
the Old and New Testaments, the Book
of Mormon, and the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants, which Joseph has given us,
and they are of great worth to a person
wandering in darkness. They are like
a lighthouse in the ocean, or a finger-
post which points out the road we should
travel. Where do they point? To the
fountain of light. Joseph has gone to the
spirit world: he is on his way to his glory
and exaltation, and all his sayings, from
first to last, lead us to the fountain of
light, where we can understand for our-
selves and walk in the light. That is
what these books are for. They are of
God; they are valuable and necessary:
by them we can establish the doctrine
of Christ. I never asked for any book
when I was preaching to the world, but
the Old and New Testaments to establish



