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It is a great privilege to enjoy the so-
ciety of the Saints. We are in posses-
sion of great blessings and privileges, if
we can but realize it. No person can
realize the blessings, or understand the
providences of God, unless he has the
light of the Spirit of God. Without that
Spirit, a person is dissatisfied, though
he be constantly privileged with the soci-
ety of the Saints, and all his transactions
and associations are with them. With
that Spirit, a person placed in the soci-
ety of the wicked, unless duty requires
it, is sorrowful, uneasy, and unhappy: he
is not filled with the joy and peace he de-
lights in. He desires to see the face of a
Saint, to hear the voice of a Saint, and to
be associated with those who love God.

How many are there here who do not
like to pass by a camp of emigrants, but
much prefer, if they could do so with im-
punity in regard to the feelings of their
brethren, to go into the camp, sit down
and chat, apparently with a filial feel-
ing towards those who regard not the
things of God—who treat lightly every-
thing that is sacred? The name and
character of the Being we worship they
hold in derision; and yet how many of
this community delight in such society?
They do not realize the blessings con-
ferred upon them. How many desire to
mingle with the ungodly?

It may be asked, and with pro-

priety, "Is it not reasonable, right, and
our duty to associate with the wicked?"
Yes, when duty requires it. I presume
that Jesus had no hesitancy in his feel-
ings or in his faith, when the time came,
to fill his mission to the dark and be-
nighted spirits in prison. But do you
think that he visited those spirits be-
cause he delighted in their society? Ev-
ery person will at once answer, "No." He
did not visit those spirits, nor have a de-
sire to preach to them, until his body lay
in the grave. That was the appointed
time, and he refused not, but said, "Not
my will, but thine, O God, be done: now
is the time for me to preach to the spirits
in prison."

But you can see persons who call
themselves Latter-day Saints compos-
edly listening, and that, too, with ap-
parent delight, to those who are blas-
pheming the name of God. How do
you feel about such conduct? Take
this community, as they are, and place
them in heaven, and do you think they
would be satisfied to stay there? They
would be in complete misery; and yet
we are called Saints. It is easy to see
that this people are not yet prepared
to enter into the fulness of the glory,
power, exaltation, and excellency of the
knowledge, wisdom, light, and intelli-
gence of heavenly things that they ex-
pect to enjoy when Jesus will be revealed


