
CHARACTER OF GOD AND CHRIST, ETC. 115

have received continue to be carried out
by the people at large, the veil will be
taken away, so that we can comprehend
that Being who is such a mystery to the
great portion of the human family.

Jesus was appointed, from the begin-
ning, to die for our redemption, and he
suffered an excruciating death on the
cross. A person possessing the power of
the Gods has that power to sustain him
in all his trials and sufferings. He has
power and faith to endure unto sweat-
ing blood, to bearing thorns, and to be-
ing nailed upon a cross, as patiently as
did our Savior. Is this speaking disparag-
ingly of his character? Not in the least.
Many of our people have suffered unto
death. Could a God do more? He could
not. Could he suffer more? Only in
proportion to his intelligence, faith, and
power, which also proportionally sustain
him in his sufferings. Many of the Saints
have been pierced with bayonets, riddled
with bullets, beaten to death, and slain
in various other ways, for their testi-
mony of Jesus. They paid the debt. Je-
sus fulfilled the obligations he had en-
tered into as the heir of all things per-
taining to this earth. He is the King—
the Ruler, and the results of the acts of
the people he brings forth, and will con-
tinue to do so, till he reigns King of na-
tions as he now reigns King of Saints.
When he again visits this earth, he will
come to thoroughly purge his kingdom
from wickedness, and, as ruler of the na-
tions, to dictate and administer to them
as the heir to the kingdom; and the Gen-
tiles will be as much mistaken in regard
to his second advent as the Jews were in
relation to the first.

The eyes of the Gentiles are like
the eyes of the fool, wandering to the
ends of the earth. They are deceived,
blinded, and far from understanding
the things of God. All who would
understand the things of God must

understand them by the Spirit of God. In
reflecting upon his providences, it often
seems singular that every person cannot
understand the things of God; but when
you understand the Gospel plan, you will
comprehend that it is the most reason-
able way of dealing with the human fam-
ily. You will discern that purity, holiness,
justice, perfection, and all that adorns
the character of the Deity are contribut-
ing to the salvation of man.

Those who acknowledge the hand of
God in all things, and abide in his com-
mandments, are the only ones who will
sustain the principles of truth and pu-
rity. If their influence upon the character
is not good and pure, how will they pro-
duce that pure feeling, pure faith, and
pure godliness which prepare a person
to dwell in eternal burnings? Should we
not abide in and be influenced by the
commandments of God? We should; for,
without the spirit of revelation, no man
can understand the things of God, nor
his dealings and designs in relation to
the inhabitants of the earth.

While brother Joseph was referring to
the providences of God, I was led to re-
flect that there is no act, no principle,
no power belonging to the Deity that is
not purely philosophical. The birth of the
Savior was as natural as are the births of
our children; it was the result of natural
action. He partook of flesh and blood—
was begotten of his Father, as we were of
our fathers.

Do you understand yourselves,
brethren and sisters? Only to a small
degree; and there are as yet but few
who can strictly govern themselves. The
foundation for all intelligence is placed
in man to be developed to produce great
and more powerful results than he has
ever thought of. You may place all
the world's wisdom in one man, and
ask him whence he received his intelli-


