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Israel to rise by the power of God, by liv-
ing the religion of Jesus Christ.

Brethren, go to work and adorn the
earth, adorn your habitations, and im-
prove in everything that is good, that
you may be qualified hereafter to do a
good work. I have worked in my day,
and learned two mechanical trades—the
potter's and blacksmithing, and worked
considerable as a carpenter; but I never
saw a blacksmith yet that was perfect,
or one that could not improve more and
more in making edge tools and other
things. In fact, I never saw a mechanic
perfect in his business; for there is al-
ways an advancement, an improvement
in blacksmithing, in machinery, and in
every branch of business. I learned the
potter's art, as I have said, and have car-
ried on the business. I always found that
I could improve, and I never saw a jour-
neyman but I could learn from. It is so in
England and everywhere else. I saw new
styles in Staffordshire, England, when I
was there. I saw something there that
was very beautiful, and superior to any-
thing I had ever seen before. So it is in
building, in manufacturing. This, you
know, will apply to our sisters as well
as to our Elders. In short, we should
all try to improve in everything that is
good. I never saw a better time than it
is today to improve in everything that is
good, and then continue the work tomor-
row, the next day, and so on.

[Blessed the sacramental cup.]
I wish to talk about things that are

present with us, that pertain to us. We
are continually talking about being the
saviors of men. Now, how is it possible
for one of us—I will take myself for an
example, and I will repeat—If I do not
take a course to preserve myself and my
family, my wives and children, to provide
for, and feed and clothe a small family, I
want to know what I can do for a large
one. We have to learn this, and that if we

cannot take a course to lay up wheat,
corn, meat, and the comforts of life,
make cloth for our families, we cannot
make cloth nor provide for others. If
we do not take a course to provide for
those around us, can we provide for our
friends? We cannot. Then here is the
place for us to begin—right here in the
mountains.

We are out of bread: we have none
in the Tithing Office only what we have
drawn from Iron, San Pete, and Box El-
der counties. Are we not in a fine condi-
tion? Suppose the Lord should deal with
us as he is dealing with the people in
California and those in Missouri, what
should we do? I saw it in the papers that
they have got as beautiful straw as ever
grew, but there is not a kernel of wheat
in it. If this should be the case with us,
or if the Lord should send a hailstorm to
destroy our grain, would we not be in a
bad situation, as a people?

I can tell you it is time for us to be
humble, prayerful, to live our religion—
not only those men who hold office—
not merely those who are selected to
lead prayer circles and to pray accord-
ing to the holy order, but it is for all;
and we should ask our Father to bless
these mountains and valleys—to bless
our crops, our herds, and flocks; for ev-
ery soul of you knows that by them our
natural lives exist. Then, supposing your
wheat is preserved, and mine is cut off,
and that there are three-fourths of this
people without bread, gentlemen, you
have got to divide with us until we are all
out. Now don't you see that it depends
upon one man as much as another? Do
you think I would like to lock up my
drawers and bins, and tie up my sacks?
No. And if any of you want to do it, we
should not let you: we would talk to our
Bishops, and let them open the bins and
take out a little, and then pay you for
it. We do not want it of you for nothing
at such times; we want to pay you the


