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SALT LAKE CITY, JULY 1, 1860.

REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.

I have been very much interested
with the discourse we heard this
forenoon. It is what I call practical re-
ligion; and you will understand my feel-
ings when I tell you that I consider there
is no religion of any kind that is of any
use, except that which is practical.

I read in the Book of Mormon, Bible,
and in the revelations that are given and
written for our instruction and benefit,
and for the benefit of the people who
lived in past ages, that the Lord says, in
speaking of those that have favor with
him—the meek, the humble, and those
that have a contrite spirit—that mani-
fest their faith by their works and call
upon him continually, I will administer
to them and impart unto them my will.
The Lord our God lives, and it is because
he lives that we live; for if the Lord had
been dead, we should have been dead.
He certainly does exist and dwell in the
heavens, and I am aware of it.

During my experience in the Church,
I have been placed in many situations,
and thousands of items have been pre-
sented to my mind that would be of great
service to the people. I have called upon
the Lord and asked him for a great many
things, and he has heard and answered
me; and I have endeavored to take a
course that would give me favor with
him, with his Son, and with the Holy

Ghost, that I might have things brought
to my remembrance—that I might have
a knowledge of things present and things
to come.

This is our privilege, brethren, and
it is the privilege of all the men that
live upon the earth. We are Saints,
and we should all live in that man-
ner that would insure us all the bless-
ings that are promised to the faith-
ful Saints. Every man that has re-
ceived the Priesthood, whether an Apos-
tle, Prophet, High Priest, Elder, Bishop,
Priest, or Teacher—all should live as one
man—>be of one heart and one mind. In
regard to those things we have heard
with regard to living and practicing our
religion, that we may be able to build up
Zion and establish the New Jerusalem.
Unless we are very diligent, we shall be
very far behind the times when the New
Jerusalem comes down from heaven,
adorned as a bride for her husband. Now,
I believe that Enoch went away from
here on a piece of earth, but I do not
believe that he remained idle all the
time: they have been improving and cul-
tivating the earth—they have been mul-
tiplying and increasing the inhabitants
where they live. So it is with the lost
tribes of Israel: they are not asleep. God
speaks to them through their Prophets,
and they are learning to be obedient and
to be subject to the law of God.

It is the privilege of the Elders of



