DIVINE AUTHORITY.

the Great Eternal Son of the Father shall
come in the clouds of heaven with power
and great glory, we shall stand firm upon
the rock that will endure forever, even by
the authority that God has ordained.

How great reason the Latter-day
Saints have to rejoice when they contem-
plate these great privileges and bless-
ings, and when they contemplate that
the same authority that God established
in the beginning, when our first parents
were upon the earth (the same authority
that proceeded from the Great Eternal
in the morning of creation), is again re-
stored. Ours is an ecclesiastical Church,
and an ecclesiastical state. We have
something that is enduring, and this re-
joices my soul when I think upon it. This
present state of existence is, as the Apos-
tle says, but a shadow, and our probation
ends in death.

Many of the Latter-day Saints have
been properly instructed in regard to
this authority that is sent from God.
Where is there an individual that has
been united in the order of God who
would like these bonds to be severed, and
henceforth be left in conjecture? What
would the world give, if they were ac-
quainted with these divine principles? It
is because they are ignorant of them that
they are contented to marry in the way
they do at the present time. We can see
that they are principles that we need,
and that are ordained by the Almighty,
implanted in the bosoms of men and
women. They are principles that minis-
ter to our happiness. Then why should
those sacred ties be torn asunder when
this body dies? Why should the pur-
suance of that course which sustains us
in this life be broken up forever in that
which is to come? Would this be con-
sistent with the character of the All-
wise Creator for him to implant cer-
tain principles, instincts, and passions
in our nature, to be enjoyed in our
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present existence, and to break them
asunder forever? No, it would not; nei-
ther has he any disposition to impart
gifts, principles, and passions, and then
destroy them again. To this end the
Lord has ordained authority to be exer-
cised upon the earth, and he is mani-
festing that it is He who rules in the
heavens; and he will continue to show
to the people that these ordinances, pow-
ers, privileges, and blessings enjoyed in
this Church are to continue and endure
forever, and that his house is a house of
order. He can easily overthrow this hu-
man authority, and carry out that which
is heavenly.

For the accomplishment of this, he
has given the keys of the holy Priest-
hood, and there are many sitting before
me who have received this Priesthood,
and it will remain with the faithful af-
ter their graves shall have been covered
up and the green grass grown thereon. It
will go with them in the spirit world and
aid them in disseminating the principles
of salvation there, and by it they will be
brought forth in the resurrection of the
just.

The first speaker expressed his opin-
ion as to the possibility of our attain-
ing that point, or reaching that degree
of perfection that will enable us to retain
all the heavenly principles in our bosoms
that we receive from day to day, and be
able to practice upon them, and thereby
overcome disease and death itself. This
is all very good; but there is much to be
done—many temptations to resist, and
weaknesses to overcome, before we can
live by the light which is in us.

If we fall into transgression and wal-
low in iniquity, we lose our position and
our claim on the goodness and protection
of our Heavenly Father; but, by a faith-
ful adherence to the principles of virtue
and righteousness, we shall prepare our-
selves to come forth in the resurrection
of the just, and dwell with the sanctified.



