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revelations; but we are not to have any
more."

This is what the Pope would tell you;
it is what the cardinals would say; and
the bishops and clergy would all tell
you that the canon of Scripture is for-
ever closed. They have no God to de-
cide relative to their principles and doc-
trines, and to correct errors that may
creep into their church. In the next
place, you may go to all the reformers
and other branches of the ecclesiastical
government, and with one united voice
they will all tell you the same thing—
viz., that the Bible contains all that is
necessary and that can conduce to the
benefit of the people. No prophet, no
inspired man in our day, and has not
been for many generations past; and
hence there have been no additions to
our Scriptures. This is the state of the
whole world, apart from this divine au-
thority that is claimed by the Latter-day
Saints in these mountains.

If the question be asked us by all the
nations and kingdoms upon the earth,
"Do you profess to be guided in your
councils by revelation from the heav-
ens?" There would scarcely be a voice in
the negative. I believe they would all an-
swer in the affirmative, and say, "We be-
lieve in revelation from on high; we be-
lieve that angels have come and adminis-
tered to the Apostles and Prophets, that
intelligence has been sent down from
heaven, that Prophets and Revelators
have been in our midst, and that reve-
lations have been given from the com-
mencement of the Church, and that we
know that the counsels and great move-
ments of our Church have been dictated
by revelation." And here is where we dif-
fer from the whole world.

It must be remembered that this
is not one of those points that are
generally supposed to be nonessential:
it is as different from many of those
disputed questions as the sun at its
meridian splendor is from the moon

making her appearance in midday. This
is a great and an important question.

Where is there power to govern civilly
or ecclesiastically—I mean the power of
God? Will he not bring all their thrones
to an end? Where is there a law passed
by human authority that will stand
the searching glance of the Almighty?
Where is there a kingdom or council or-
ganized among the nations that now ex-
ist that gets the counsel of the Almighty
to direct them? All that do not obtain
this direction will be rooted up in the
great day to come; they will be over-
thrown and brought to naught. And even
their domestic institutions are wrong.
Where is there a nation among those
governments where the people have been
brought into the bonds of matrimony
according to the order of God? When
the great day of the Lord comes, it will
come to end their marriages. There
will be nothing but good feelings left be-
tween man and wife—between parents
and children, because they have not been
begotten, neither have their marriages
been solemnized by that authority which
is known on high. Then children can
no longer recognize their fathers and
mothers as such, neither can men and
women any longer dwell together as hus-
band and wife, when that great day shall
come; for all things that are established
by human authority must come to an
end, and cease forever.

But when, on the other hand, we
consider the authority that is given
to us from heaven, we see some-
thing that will never come to an end.
There will be something that will en-
dure when the mountains and hills
shall melt like wax, and the elements
shall melt with fervent heat. At that
day there will be among the Latter-
day Saints those holding that authority
that is from on high—that inspiration
that comes from heaven. Then, when


