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he has received the gift of the Holy
Ghost; and if he has not received that
gift and blessing, he does not know it,
for no man can know the things of God
but by the Spirit of God. No man can
know by his natural eyesight, nor even
see the things of God; they are to be
spiritually discerned. No man can know
by the hearing of the ear—by the testi-
monies that are given to other individ-
uals, nor by the miracles that are per-
formed; in short, no man can know the
things of God unless he has received the
gift of the Holy Ghost.

The Egyptians did not know, when
Moses and Aaron performed miracles,
that they were the servants of God. They
saw water apparently turned into blood;
they saw frogs and insects come before
their eyes; but they saw the magicians do
the same things, and they had not suffi-
cient knowledge to know the difference
between the powers of the children of
God and those possessed by themselves.
Although they believed, yet they did not
know, for want of the Holy Spirit. Their
hearts were not sufficiently prepared to
receive that heavenly light, that divine
gift by which that power was among
them.

How easily we may be operated upon,
and how liable we are to be led astray
by the opposite power! How easily
the children of Israel were led astray!
Their minds darkened and their faith
was destroyed, because they did not re-
tain this authority and power in their
hearts. The thunders of Mount Sinai, the
clouds and darkness, and all the mag-
nificent scenery that surrounded them
did not create within them that liv-
ing, abiding testimony that comes by
the Holy Ghost. There, in the midst
of all these scenes, they could build a
calf, fall down before it, and acknowl-
edge it to be their god. They could say,
not only in their own hearts, but to one
another, "These be thy gods, O Israel!"
While mountains were covered with

vast clouds, while the lightnings were
yet striking down, and while the whole
mountain of Sinai was trembling be-
cause of the power of God, yet that
power was not recognized—it was not re-
spected, but a golden calf was considered
to be the god that brought them out of
the land of Egypt.

How vain, then, without the Holy
Ghost, his abiding witness, this author-
ity that comes from heaven and the
knowledge of it! By this authority, sent
down from heaven, we obtain a knowl-
edge of future events; by it we obtain
a knowledge as the fathers did—we re-
ceive that which is promised upon our
heads, even that which is promised in re-
gard to our posterity to the latest gener-
ations; by it we shall obtain all that was
promised in relation to our ancestors—
also that which is promised in relation to
Priesthood, power, greatness, and glory.
All these things are given through the
authority that God has ordained and be-
stowed on man here upon the earth.

[Blessed the sacramental cup.]
Mankind have assumed to them-

selves various degrees of authority.
Mankind have assumed to themselves,
from the earliest ages, after our cre-
ation, to establish by their own author-
ity civil governments, and also to es-
tablish by their own authority ecclesi-
astical or church governments. These
governments that have assumed author-
ity to rule, and reign, and govern the
people, will crumble to ashes before the
might, the strength, and power of the
kingdom of our God. One, perhaps,
has assumed authority after one method;
another has assumed it after another:
one has established one form of gov-
ernment, and another form: one has
erected a standard of religion to guide
the human mind in relation to their wel-
fare and happiness, and another has set
up a separate creed; and we find that
our world, from ages immemorial, has
been under all kinds of authority and


