
100 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

been baptized, by immersion in water,
for the remission of sins; we have had
hands laid upon us for the gift of the
Holy Ghost; and the question with us
now is, Shall we condescend to go again
into the beggarly elements of the world,
or shall we continue in obedience to the
law of God? If we do not obey the law
which the Lord has given for our guid-
ance, we shall go down to destruction,
and our second state will be far worse
than the first. We are now laying a foun-
dation for ourselves and our posterity;
and what is it that will flash upon our
minds if we turn away from the truth?
We shall think of the time when we
thought we were the Saints of God; we
shall think of our associations with this
people, and these reflections will greatly
increase our misery.

Are we not the framers of our own
destiny? Are we not the arbitrators
of our fate? This is another part of
my text, and I argue from it that it
is our privilege to determine our own
exaltation or degradation; it is our
privilege to determine our own happi-
ness or misery in the world to come.
What is it that brings happiness now—
that makes us so joyous in our as-
sembling together? It is not wealth;
for you may pour wealth, honor, influ-

ence, and all the luxuries of this world
into the lap of man; and, destitute of the
Spirit of God, he will not be happy, for
that is the only source from which true
happiness and comfort can come.

If I am doing right, I am preparing
for thrones, principalities, and domin-
ions, resolved by the help of God that no
man shall rob me of my crown. With this
view of the subject, all the outward cir-
cumstances of this life do not trouble me.

I know it is the case that many men
would like to have everything they can
desire or think of; and I used to think, if
I were the Lord, I would give the people
everything they wanted—all the money,
all the honor, all the riches, and all the
splendor their hearts could desire; but
experience and observation have caused
me to change my mind, for I know that
such policy would not be good for the hu-
man family.

The Lord will try this people in all
things, that they may be prepared for ce-
lestial glory.

Brethren and sisters, the time to
bring our meeting to a close has come,
I will therefore bring my remarks to a
close, and pray God to bless you, in the
name of Jesus Christ. Amen.


