PROFESSIONS OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

of view, What is it that can cause us, as a
people, to suffer any difficulty, or trouble,
or privation? It is our own acts, our own
corruptions, our own faults and weak-
nesses. Did we not have a sample of it
this morning in the President's remarks?
He said, "I have, in years gone by, gone
almost shirtless, and I have gone to men
who had plenty, but they would not trust
me ten dollars." Well, he was faithful,
and they could not deprive him of that
to which he was entitled. They might de-
prive him of the necessaries of life, and
of those things that would make him and
his family comfortable and happy for the
time being; but they could not put any-
thing between him and the kingdom of
God. That being who had promised to
stand by him, and whom he continued to
fear, blessed him temporally and spiritu-
ally; he supplied all his wants, enabled
him to feed and administer to those indi-
viduals who were so penurious that they
could not trust in God. Is not that a proof
of the position I am taking? It is; and
you can see proof after proof and circum-
stance after circumstance: I could name
many of them.

I have seen those that were proud
cast down; I have seen the meek ex-
alted, and the poor made to rejoice in the
Holy One of Israel, and seen peace and
plenty poured into their lap, so that they
have been comfortable and happy, while
the other class have been cast down—
become poor and destitute; or, if they
have wallowed in luxury, they have since
gone to the Devil.

These are things which, if you will
reflect upon them, will produce good re-
sults, if they lead you to conduct and reg-
ulate your heart by the Spirit of truth
and the law of God. It is well to study the
world and the overruling hand of God.
You will see many pursue the path of lux-
ury and ease, and neglect their Priest-
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hood and their God, and the result will
be as those mentioned. I speak of this
as a general principle—as one that ex-
ists between God and this earth. Man,
assisted by the Lord, is the founder of
his own destiny. We do not always see
this principle developed at once. Some-
times the hand of God is withheld, and
he suffers his people to be chastened. At
present this appears hard, and to some
it seems urgent; yet it is for their good.
This principle has existed to a great ex-
tent among the nations of the earth.
They are raised up and cast down. They
come into existence, grow, flourish, and
expand, and are powerful; and by a touch
they crumble, wither, and decay. But the
nations know not God; they do not ob-
serve his laws, and have no claim upon
his protection. It has been so from the
commencement and it will continue so
until the winding-up scene. It will ap-
ply to the human family until the earth
shall be redeemed.

It is true that these things are not
always visible to our senses. We some-
times see the wicked flourish, just as
David said he did; but by-and-by they are
cut down. There is no pity in their death,
neither is there that kindly feeling that
is manifested for the righteous.

Good men have had to endure afflic-
tion, privations, trials, and sorrow, it is
true. Abraham had to pass through af-
flictions that were harrowing to his feel-
ings. Men of God have had to wan-
der about in sheepskins and goatskins,
and been considered the scum and off-
scourings of society, by men who un-
derstood not their relationship to God.
They appeared destitute, but were, in re-
ality, not. They had a hope that was
buoyant, and looked for a city that had
foundations, whose builder and maker
is God. Events of a similar kind have
transpired among us. Brother Kimball



