TRIALS OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

God takes hold of our enemies and con-
trols them, and he has kept them at a
distance and led them by his power, as
a groom leads a horse by the bit. We
have been praying and beseeching the
Lord by night and by day to hold them,
and he has done it. This is the way it
is done, and this is the reason that we
can go to work unmolested, and build up
the kingdom of heaven, and do all that is
required of us. Let us do that which is
right. Act towards this Church in every
respect just as you would like others to
do by you.

Brethren, you need not be troubled in
your minds, but be of good cheer and re-
joice evermore. Bow down at night, plead
with your Heavenly Father, ask him to
bless this people—to bless the earth, the
mountains, the waters—to bless your
wives and children: ask him to bless the
seed you put in the earth, and to turn
away the storms, that we may have good
crops. These things are required of you.
You are commanded in this book (Doc.
and Cov.) to do these things. There is
not a day passes over my head but I bow
before my Heavenly Father in secret and
plead with him to bless you, to bless the
Saints and the Elders abroad among the
nations, to give his angels charge con-
cerning them, that they may have power
over every evil and over all the enemies
of Christ. This is my prayer. I am plead-
ing continually for the work of our Fa-
ther to be carried on, and for his will to
be done upon the earth as it is done in
heaven.

Do you think that a Saint will steal
poles, or go to a man's wood pile and steal
his firewood? Or do you believe that a
Saint will lie and do that which will prej-
udice a man against his friends? This is
the way Lucifer acts; and probably the
last thing he did before he left heaven
was to take the census; and we calculate
that he will leave here soon, seeing that
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he has commenced to take the census.

Now, brethren, let us remember to
pray—"Our Father, who art in heaven,
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven." Just think how
they are in heaven, and then you can
form an opinion of what we ought to be.
Lucifer is not there now, for the Bible
tells us that he was cast out and then
things were set in order. Do you sup-
pose they allow lying and stealing there?
Do you suppose there are any hypocrites
there? 1 want you to think of these
things; for you will find, when you get
into heaven, that all kinds of deceitful-
ness and every abomination will be done
away; for they are honest there, and they
watch over us: they are interested in our
welfare, and they desire us to do good.
They have just as strong a desire for our
welfare as I have to see my sons do right.

There is nothing in this world that
makes me feel worse or more sorrowful
than to see my children taking an un-
wise course. I feel these things very sen-
sitively, and I shall continue to feel so;
for my soul and body and all that I pos-
sess delight in God and in his work, and
to see you doing right. It is all the pride
I have when I can see the Latter-day
Saints doing their duty. I have no pride
in clothing, in dress, or in any man, ex-
cept he does the will of God; but I delight
in walking humbly and faithfully before
God, and setting a good example. When
my wife pursues this course, I have pride
in her—I adore her, as I would you, if you
were all to do right, gentlemen, and no
more. Why should I love a woman more
than a man? They are no more to me
than good men.

I am aware that this world is filled
with hypocrisy, and I expect it will
continue so until the end; but I shall
soon leave this tenement and go into



