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heaven, and build up his kingdom on the
earth.

We are legal heirs to all the kingdoms
there are in the heavens for the faith-
ful, if we but prove ourselves faithful.
We are all the elect, if we will only keep
the commandments of God and work
righteousness. If we turn away from
the holy commandments of the Lord, we
shall be accounted as reprobates. What
of Joseph Smith's family? What of his
boys? I have prayed from the beginning
for sister Emma and for the whole fam-
ily. There is not a man in this Church
that has entertained better feelings to-
wards them. Joseph said to me, "God
will take care of my children when I am
taken." They are in the hands of God,
and when they make their appearance
before this people, full of his power, there
are none but what will say—"Amen! We
are ready to receive you."

The brethren testify that brother
Brigham is brother Joseph's legal suc-
cessor. You never heard me say so. I
say that I am a good hand to keep the
dogs and wolves out of the flock. I do
not care a groat who rises up. I do not
think anything about being Joseph's suc-
cessor. That is nothing that concerns me.
I never asked yet, or had a feeling as
to what kind of a great man, O Lord,
are you going to make me? But, Father,
what do you require of me, and what
can I do to promote your kingdom on the
earth, and save myself and brethren? I
do not trouble myself as to whose suc-
cessor I am. I do not know but that I
am one of those great men that brother
Parley preached about in Nauvoo, after
Sidney Rigdon preached his great ser-
mon in which he strove to make it ap-
pear that he was one of those great men
of whom the Prophet wrote. Parley rose
up and said, "I am one of those great
men the Apostles never wrote about."

I may be one of those men the Prophets
never knew or wrote about—one that is
hardly worthy the notice of the Lord. He
has placed intelligence within us, and
it is for us to know what we can do to
promote righteousness and peace on the
earth, and establish his kingdom. If I
can have the privilege to gain faith and
grace, and secure to myself an eternal
existence in the kingdom of God, I am
not concerned but that I shall be as great
as I ought to be, and have all I ought to
have.

All is right. God can carry on his
own work. This kingdom will stand for-
ever. You have heard brother Kimball
testify that this kingdom will stand for-
ever. It will begin to roll on to and
mash the toes of the great image, and
then the feet, the legs, and the body;
and by-and-by it will fill the whole earth,
and no power of earth or hell can hin-
der it. The Lord Almighty will reign un-
til he puts all enemies under his feet.
That is the promise—that is the decree
of the Father, that Jesus shall begin to
reign on this earth in the latter days;
and his kingdom will increase upon the
right and upon the left, until, by-and-by,
it becomes a great kingdom and fills the
whole earth, when he will begin to reign
King of nations, as he now reigns King
of Saints. It is and has been a warfare
with Satan, and the war will continue
until Jesus puts all enemies under his
feet, disposing of death and him who has
the power of it, who is the Devil. I hope
and pray to be always ready to do any-
thing the Lord wishes to be done. We are
the men who will strive to live by every
word that proceeds from his mouth.

I feel perfectly satisfied. I am re-
joiced. My soul magnifies the name
of God that there is a people on the
earth as good as we are, and yet there
is room for us to be better. This
people are improving; they are grow-


