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have we passed through here during the
two last years? Nothing, comparatively
speaking. I can say that I do not con-
sider that I have ever suffered anything
for this kingdom—nothing in the least. I
have never sacrificed anything, without
it be the evil propensities that are sown
in our nature, springing from the seed
that was sown at the fall. May that be
termed a sacrifice? I will not call it so.
What do we possess on this earth? Do
we even own our bodies? Had we the
power to produce them? Is the intelli-
gence in these bodies our own? Did we
organize and implant it? No human be-
ing has had power to organize his own
existence. Then there is a greater than
we. Are we our own in our bodies? Are
we our own in our spirits? We are not
our own. We belong to our progenitors—
to our Father and our God.

We say that we have lost an ox, a
cow, or a horse; or, "I left my farm, my
house, and have sacrificed a great deal
for this work." This is a mistake. You
had nothing to lose. Not one particle of
all that comprises this vast creation of
God is our own. Everything we have has
been bestowed upon us for our action, to
see what we would do with it—whether
we would use it for eternal life and ex-
altation or for eternal death and degra-
dation, until we cease operating in this
existence. We have nothing to sacrifice:
then let us not talk about sacrificing.

The Lord has led the people care-
fully along, and dictated according to his
pleasure. Brother Heber says we have
been going from place to place, until, fi-
nally, we have come into these valleys
in the mountains. Why? Because we
were obliged to. The Lord has had his
eye on this spot from the beginning—
upon this part of the land of Joseph.
Read the history contained in the Book
of Mormon, and ask yourselves whether

God has ever suffered a king to reign on
this land. Will he ever? No. This is the
land that was given to Joseph—the son
so well beloved by his father Jacob; and
no king will ever reign upon it but the
King, the Lord. Could that book have
been brought forth and published to the
world under any other government but
the Government of the United States?
No. He has governed and controlled the
settling of this continent. He led our fa-
thers from Europe to this land, and pre-
pared the way to break the yoke that
bound them, and inspired the guaran-
teed freedom in our Government, though
that guarantee is too often disregarded.
He could bring forth his work, and has
prepared a people to receive and com-
mence his kingdom. Could this be done
anywhere else? No. He has known, from
the beginning of creation, that this is
the land whereon to build this Zion. He
knows how to commence his work and
how to finish it, and he will finish it
where he commenced it.

How our faith would stretch out and
grasp the heavenly land where our fa-
ther Adam dwelt in his paradisiacal
state! That land is on this continent.
Here is where Adam lived. Do you not
think the Lord has had his eye upon it?
Yes. He is the King of all the earth, and
has reigned supreme according to his
own goodwill and pleasure, and makes
the wrath of man praise him. He has
had his eye upon his work, and has led
this people from place to place, until he
has led them into the chambers of the
mountains—into the holy hill of God;
and they will reign upon Mount Zion.

Many have looked upon our trip
south as a great stumblingblock, be-
cause we left our houses and pos-
sessions. I am willing to see my
houses in ashes, and be stripped of
every description of property, if it is


