CONFIDENCE AND INFLUENCE OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

If the Elders wish to exhibit their tal-
ents before the Saints and the world, let
them make themselves acquainted with
all the principles they desire to represent
in speaking and administering to the
Saints. And if those who have lost their
influence, through disreputable proceed-
ings, wish to regain it, instead of expect-
ing to regain it at once by being called
into this stand, go to the private prayer
meeting and there humbly pray God to
bless you and your brethren. When you
imagine that you are neglected and do
not have the privilege of exhibiting your
talent—I speak of these who have been
in the habit of doing wrong, and thereby
have lost confidence—pursue a course
that will convince your brethren that
you have reformed. Go to your neigh-
bors' houses and tell them you have ap-
pointed a meeting in your house. Call
the brethren together, and pray with
them and for them; and let them see, by
the power of the spirit of the holy Gospel,
that you have repented of all your evils—
that you will refrain from sinning—that
you will not again be caught, as hereto-
fore, transgressing the law of God, the
grace of God assisting you.

If you can make as good a begin-
ning as did an old lady, you will do well.
She went to a schoolhouse, and, on her
return, called at a neighbor's, who in-
quired where she had been. She replied,
"l have been to meeting." "Has there
been a meeting?" "Oh, yes, and a glo-
rious one, too." "Dear me, we did not
hear of it. Were there many there?"
"No, there were not many." "Who was
there?" "Why, the Lord was there, and
I was there, and had a blessed good
meeting." If you cannot get any per-
son to meet with you, be sure and
have the Lord meet with you, and you
will soon gain confidence in yourselves
and have influence with your brethren.
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No man can gain influence in this
kingdom, and maintain himself in it, or
magnify his calling, without the power
of God being with him. Persons must
so live that they can enjoy the light of
the Holy Spirit, or they will have no
confidence in themselves, in their reli-
gion, or in their God, and will sooner
or later turn from the faith. They are
in sorrow, and leave in search of some-
thing that will satisfy their minds. Hun-
dreds have been to Camp Floyd, to the
States, and to their native foreign lands,
to find that comfort and consolation they
have lost. They need not go out of their
own houses to accomplish this, for the
Lord is near them—the Gospel is at their
doors—life and salvation are with them,
if they will only repent of their sins, re-
turn to the Lord with all their hearts,
and humble themselves until they get
the Spirit: they will then learn that they
have the treasure hunted for in Cali-
fornia, in Carson Valley, and the world
over—the riches of eternal life.

You who feel that you are in the least
slighted, begin to have your meetings;
and if there is no person to pray with you
in your own houses, pray by yourselves
until the Lord meets with you and you
enjoy the light of the Holy Spirit. Then,
if you wish to, call in your neighbors and
pray with them and for them. There is
no law against doing good. You have all
the privilege you can ask for, to perform
all the good you have any talent to per-
form. When a man complains that his
talent is not appreciated by his brethren,
he is lacking one important piece of in-
formation more important to him than
to any other—a knowledge of himself.
This would do him more good than all
his great talents without it. When he
knows his own ability—can understand
himself, he can properly employ every
talent he has. Without that, he cannot
do so.



