
PRIVILEGES OF THE SABBATH, ETC. 63

to our beloved Christian brethren—for a
man to have more than one wife—is one
of the greatest blessings bestowed upon
man. If the Elders of Israel, who enjoy
this privilege, understood it as it is in the
bosom of eternity, they would not trifle
with and abuse it, and treat the bless-
ings of the Lord lightly, as is too often
the case. How often am I called upon to
hear tales of sorrow which are like bit-
terness to my soul—like drinking a cup
of wormwood. I hate this. God hates
it. He does not hate to have us mul-
tiply, increase, and replenish the earth;
but he hates for us to live in sin and
wickedness, after all the privileges be-
stowed upon us—to live in the neglect
of the great duties which devolve upon
us, notwithstanding the state of weak-
ness and darkness in which the human
family lives. Burst that veil of darkness
from your eyes, that you may see things
as they are.

Many professing to be Saints seem to
have no knowledge, no light, to see any-
thing beyond a dollar, or a pleasant time,
a comfortable house, a fine farm, &c.,
&c. O fools, and slow of heart to under-
stand the purposes of God and his hand-
iwork among the people. Let me present
a few ideas in regard to the things you
enjoy. Suppose we say that the time is
coming when you will possess this house,
that garden, the other farm, and own
such and such possessions, and have no
more headache, toothache, inflammation
of the eyes, backache, rheumatism, pain,
sorrow, and death, would you not con-
sider that you were greatly blessed—
that you enjoyed a blessing worthy of
the eternal world? Suppose it possible
that you have the privilege of securing to
yourselves eternal life—to live and enjoy
these blessings forever; you will say this
is the greatest blessing that can be be-

stowed upon you, to live forever and en-
joy the society of wives, children, and
children's children, to a thousand gen-
erations, and forever; also the society
of brethren, sisters, neighbors, and as-
sociates, and to possess all you can ask
for to make you happy and comfortable.
What blessing is equal to this? What
blessing is equal to the continuation of
life—to the continuation of our organiza-
tions?

The Lord has blessed us with the abil-
ity to enjoy an eternal life with the Gods,
and this is pronounced the greatest gift
of God. The gift of eternal life, with-
out a posterity, to become an angel, is
one of the greatest gifts that can be be-
stowed; yet the Lord has bestowed on us
the privilege of becoming fathers of lives.
What is a father of lives, as mentioned
in the Scriptures? A man who has a pos-
terity to an eternal continuance. That
is the blessing Abraham received, and it
perfectly satisfied his soul. He obtained
the promise that he should be the fa-
ther of lives. In comparison with this,
what did Abraham care about machin-
ery, railroads, and other great mechan-
ical productions? We have the privilege
of becoming fathers of lives to all eter-
nity, and of existing in the presence of
God. Is not this worthy of our living in
righteousness and complete obedience to
the commandments of God? Then away
with all little meannesses, and deal out
kindness to all. Chasten, where chasten-
ing will answer best; but try persuasion
before you try the rod.

If the days of man are to be-
gin to return, we must cease all ex-
travagant living. When men live to
the age of a tree, their food will be
fruit. Mothers, to produce offspring
full of life and days, must cease drink-
ing liquor, tea, and coffee, that their
systems may be free from bad effects.


