
60 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

can you not live to the Lord for one
minute? Yes. Then can we not multiply
that by sixty and make an hour, and live
that hour to the Lord? Yes; and then for a
day, a week, a month, and a year? Then,
when the year is past, it has been spent
most satisfactorily.

We may so live our religion every mo-
ment, and so watch our own conduct as
to not suffer ourselves in the least to
do anything that would infringe upon a
good conscience that is formed and regu-
lated by the Priesthood of God, and in all
our acts to not permit ourselves to do one
act that next year or a few years hence
will wound the heart and bring shame
and confusion over the countenance; but
let every day be filled with acts that
will be in our reflections a source of joy
and consolation. This we can do. You
are taught, both by ancient and mod-
ern prophecies, that the Lord is going to
bring again Zion—is going to build up his
kingdom on the earth, and reign King of
nations as he does King of Saints. With
all this so plainly portrayed in both an-
cient and modern revelations, we learn,
when we look over the history of the
children of men, how they have aposta-
tized, have deserted their colors (the flag
God gave them for their standard), and
have hewn to themselves cisterns that
can hold no water. They have wandered
after strange gods, and the world has fal-
tered and failed from generation to gen-
eration, not only in their mental facul-
ties and pertaining to the things of God,
but also in their physical existence.

How far back shall we have to search
before we find a people that attained to
the longevity for which the body of man
is framed? If we could meet here Sab-
bath after Sabbath for a hundred years
to come, would it not be a glorious priv-
ilege? What parent would not rejoice
in seeing his children and his children's

children grow up to manhood, while he
still lived on the earth to direct their
minds and mark out the path for them
to walk in, and lead out before them
in righteousness and holiness, inspiring
them to continually pursue the way of
obedience to the will of their God? Would
not this be more pleasing than laying
down the body in an early grave? Would
it not be consoling to a good man to live
long on the earth in the full enjoyment
of all his mental and physical faculties,
filled with experience and judgment to
direct the steps of youth, and to see his
children, his grandchildren, and great
grandchildren, and still continue from
year to year and from generation to gen-
eration, until he is six, seven, eight, or
nine hundred years old? "But no," says
a father or mother; "I probably shall not
live until I see my children grown up. I
will direct them as well as I can while
I do live." It is seldom that men in our
day can count more than three genera-
tions of their children; but suppose we
could count forty or fifty generations of
our offspring, and be all the time guid-
ing them in the path which leads back
to our heavenly Father—to our heavenly
home, guiding our rising generations by
our examples, good judgment, and the
superior counsel and experience we have
gained in the things of God—of heaven
and earth; would not this be consoling to
every good person?

You read in the Bible, "There shall
be no more thence an infant of days,
nor an old man that hath not filled his
days: for the child shall die an hun-
dred years old; but the sinner being
an hundred years old shall be accursed.
And they shall build houses, and inhabit
them; and they shall plant vineyards,
and eat the fruit of them. They shall not
build, and another inhabit; they shall
not plant, and another eat: for as the


