INSTRUCTIONS TO MISSIONARIES.

by myself and one or two others for a pa-
triarchal blessing. He said to us, "Sit
down, and write every good thing you
can think of in heaven and on earth,
and I will sign my name to them, and
they will be your patriarchal blessings.
If you only live for them, they shall all
come upon you, and more." Live for the
blessings you desire, and you will ob-
tain them, if you do not suffer selfish-
ness, pride, or the least alienation from
the path of true virtue and holiness to
creep into your hearts.

When you reach your fields of labor,
do the best you can; and when the en-
emy comes along and tells you that you
are somebody, say, "Mr. Devil, it is none
of your business. What I have spoken is
what the Lord gave to me. I have pre-
sented it to the people, and that is all I
have to do with it." If you cannot preach
as nicely and smoothly as you wish, and
a feeling rises that you cannot preach
at all—that you had better return home,
tell Satan to get behind you—that he has
no power to dictate whether you preach a
word or not, for you are in the Lord's ser-
vice. So live that the Spirit of the Lord
can instruct your minds at all times, and
you can then defy the Devil and all his
emissaries. If you have nothing from the
Lord to present to the people, be as will-
ing to be silent as you would to preach
what might be termed a splendid dis-
course.

A short time ago I made a few re-
marks concerning the Elders who have
been on missions, and I will now say
to you, Do not come from your mis-
sions leaving behind you people whom
you have oppressed, from whom you
have begged their money. I would
work my way there and back again,
or beg from strangers, before I would
take one dime from the Saints, un-
less they of their own freewill and
accord wished to make me presents,
and were able to do so without dis-
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tressing themselves. True, I have seen
the time, and so have many of my
brethren, when my heart has ached to
see men and women go without food day
after day for the sake of feeding me,
when I could feed myself; but any other
course would not satisfy them. Under
such circumstances you must humor the
people and yield to their feelings. But do
not go to preach this Gospel for the pur-
pose of becoming rich. If the Lord has
anything for you, he will give it to you;
and if he has not, tell them that you can
provide your own living when you reach
home, if the Lord will bless you. You
may say, 'We may bless the people un-
til doomsday, and still they will find fault
with us." Can they justly do so? If they
cannot, their faultfinding cannot harm
you.

Some of our Missionaries, after an
absence of two or three years, return
with their eyes cast down: their coun-
tenances are fallen. I wish you to take
such a course that you can come home
with your heads up. Keep yourselves
clean, from the crowns of your heads to
the soles of your feet; be pure in heart—
otherwise you will return bowed down
in spirit and with a fallen countenance,
and will feel as though you never could
rise again. When the Quorum of the
Twelve was first organized, Joseph said
that the Elders of Israel, and particu-
larly the Twelve Apostles, would receive
more temptations, be more buffeted, and
have greater difficulty to escape the evil
thrown in their way by females than by
any other means. This is one of Satan's
most powerful auxiliaries with which to
weaken the influence of the ministers of
Christ, and bring them down from their
high position and calling into darkness,
shame, and disgrace. You will have to
guard more strictly against that than
against any other evil that may beset
you. Make up your minds not to yield, for



