TESTIMONY OF THE SPIRIT, ETC.

revelation, and the Spirit bears witness
that they are from heaven. We know
them to be such. We comprehend them,
we discern them, and say that God de-
signed to reveal them to his servant
Joseph. There are many who can com-
prehend those things and realize that
they are from some superior source than
the natural mind of man.

I might name some few things which
may be found in the 24th chapter of
Matthew, that are much plainer and
much more simple as they were re-
vealed to the Prophet Joseph in the new
translation—so much so that it would al-
most satisfy even a natural-minded per-
son that there has been a superior wis-
dom manifest in this new translation. In
speaking of the signs of the coming of the
Son of Man, and of the preaching of the
Gospel to all the world, the new transla-
tion reads as follows—"Again, shall this
Gospel of the Kingdom be preached in all
the world, for a witness, and then shall
the end come." Now, the word "again"
makes the thing all plain. It is as much
as to say, You shall go forth, you shall
preach to the people and declare my tes-
timony among the nations of the earth;
and after this there shall come a falling
away, and there shall arise many false
Christs and false prophets. Then shall
follow many judgments and tribulations
upon the face of the earth. And after the
world has been in darkness for centuries,
again shall this Gospel of the Kingdom
be preached in all the world for a witness
unto all nations; and then shall the end
come. What end? I answer, the end of
the wicked world—the destruction of the
wicked from the face of our globe.

In another passage to be found in
that same revelation, the 24th chapter
of Matthew, Jesus says, in speaking of
his second coming, "As the light of the
morning cometh out of the east, and
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shineth unto the west, and covereth the
whole earth, so shall the coming of the
Son of Man be." Now, how much plainer
is this to the natural understanding!
And how much plainer is this than the
old translation as rendered by the wis-
dom of man! How does the old transla-
tion read? It reads, "For as the lightning
cometh out of the east, and shineth even
unto the west; so shall also the coming of
the Son of man be."

The lightning is more visible and
more frequent in some parts of the earth
than others; and when it does appear, it
is only visible for a few scores of miles
at once, and is not visible in all parts;
and consequently, this was not a proper
figure to convey the idea. How much
plainer is the rendering—"As the light of
the morning cometh out of the east, and
shineth unto the west, and covereth the
whole earth, so shall the coming of the
Son of Man be."

How did this Latter-day Work com-
mence? It did not commence all at once.
On the 6th day of April, 1830, as it was
justly observed by one of the speakers,
there were not enough members to form
the Church; but it came forth like the
dim twilight of the morning, the dark-
ness beginning by slow degrees to flee
away as the light slowly advanced. It has
grown brighter and brighter from that
time unto the present.

Like the light of the sun, the light
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ will cover
the whole earth; it will speak from land
to land and from kingdom to kingdom,
until it deluges the whole earth with
the brilliancy of its light and the glory
of its power. The testimonies of the
servants of God, as well as the tes-
timonies of his power, exhibiting his
wrath and his sore displeasure, will go
forth as has been proclaimed from this
stand. And instead of the testimonies of
the servants of God being smothered up



