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writing, reading, and grammar. Still it
may be requisite at the start to admit
some in the elementary branches.

I give it as my opinion that you may
go to any part of the United States or of
the world, where parents are not obliged
by law to send their children to school,
and you will find more schools in the
midst of this people, notwithstanding
their poverty, their drivings, sufferings,
and persecutions, and more persons that
can read and write, in proportion to our
population, than in any other place on
this earth. You may select any commu-
nity of the same number, and in this par-
ticular we will favorably compare with
the best of them, and I think we are
ahead of them. But this furnishes us no
reason for keeping children from school.

There are many who are anxious to
teach school, if the people will encour-
age them. The people have the privilege
of sending their children to school, for
there are plenty of teachers and plenty
of rooms in every town and neighbor-
hood. However, it is often the case that,
when they have sent their children one
or two quarters, they neglect paying the
teacher.

Some say they are not able to send
their children to school. In such a case, I
think I would rise in the morning, wash
myself, take a little composition, and try,
if possible, to muster strength enough to
send my children to school, and pay their
tuition like a man. When you have done
this, if you are still unable, apply to some
of your neighbors to assist you.

Men able to ride in their carriages,
and not able or unwilling to pay their
children's tuition, ought, I think, to
have a little composition, or catnip
tea; and then perhaps, they will be
able to send their children to school!
I know such persons are weak and
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feeble; but the disease is in the brain and
heart—not in the bones, flesh, and blood.
Send your children to school.

As I have before remarked, there will
be no charge for tuition in the Union
Academy, and we shall learn whether the
young men will go to school and qual-
ify themselves for doing business and
becoming useful in this world. Com-
pare those who had their education be-
fore they came here with the boys who
were born and brought up in this Church
in the midst of our being driven, and
I will furnish you ten greyheaded men
who cannot reckon up the simplest ac-
count in figures, where you can find one
of our boys fifteen years old that can-
not. That is the difference between this
people, with all the ignorance alleged
against them pertaining to the learning
of the day, and the professed learned
world. I want them still to advance and
increase.

We should be a people of profound
learning pertaining to the things of the
world. We should be familiar with the
various languages, for we wish to send to
the different nations and to the islands
of the sea. We wish Missionaries who
may go to France to be able to speak the
French language fluently, and those who
may go to Germany, Italy, Spain, and so
on to all nations, to be familiar with the
languages of those nations.

We also wish them to understand the
geography, habits, customs, and laws
of nations and kingdoms, whether they
be barbarians or civilized. This is rec-
ommended in the revelations given to
us. In them we are taught to study the
best books, that we may become as well
acquainted with the geography of the
world as we are with our gardens, and as
familiar with the people—so far at least
as they are portrayed in print—as we are
with our families and neighbors.



