
UNIVERSAL SALVATION. 35

the Divine influence of the Holy Ghost
shed forth in their hearts: it has awak-
ened them out of their sleep and out of
their ignorance, and begun to teach them
eternal things. This work is true. The
Lord has bestowed the holy Priesthood
upon the children of men, by which alone
they can be prepared to enter into the ce-
lestial kingdom of our God.

How many Gods there are, and how
many places there are in their kingdoms,
is not for me to say; but I can say this,
which is a source of much comfort, con-
solation, and gratification to me: Be-
hold the goodness, the long-suffering, the
kindness, and the strong parental feel-
ing of our Father and God in prepar-
ing the way and providing the means
to save the children of men—not alone
the Latter-day Saints—not those alone
who have the privilege of the first prin-
ciples of the celestial law, but to save
all. It is a universal salvation—a univer-
sal redemption. Do not conclude that I
am a Universalist, as the term is gener-
ally understood, although that doctrine
is true in part, like the doctrines or pro-
fessions of all professing Christians. As
was stated yesterday by one of those who
spoke, when he was a Methodist, he en-
joyed a portion of the Spirit of the Lord.
Hundreds of those now present have had
a like experience in a greater or less
degree, before they joined this Church.
Then, when we inquire who will be
saved, I answer, All will be saved, as Je-
sus said, when speaking to the Apostles,
except the sons of perdition. They will be
saved through the atonement and their
own good works, according to the law
that is given to them. Will the heathen
be saved? Yes, so far as they have lived
according to the best light and intelli-
gence they had; but not in the celestial
kingdom. Who will not be saved? Those
who have received the truth, or had the
privilege of receiving it, and then re-

jected it. They are the only ones who
will become the sons of perdition, go into
everlasting punishment, and become an-
gels to the Devil.

The Priesthood the Lord has again
bestowed upon those who will receive it,
is for the express purpose of preparing
them to become proficient in the princi-
ples pertaining to the law of the celestial
kingdom. If we obey this law, preserve it
inviolate, live according to it, we shall be
prepared to enjoy the blessings of a celes-
tial kingdom. Will any others? Yes, thou-
sands and millions of the inhabitants of
the earth who would have received and
obeyed the law that we preach, if they
had had the privilege. When the Lord
shall bring again Zion, and the watch-
men shall see eye to eye, and Zion shall
be established, saviors will come upon
Mount Zion and save all the sons and
daughters of Adam that are capable of
being saved, by administering for them.
Is not this pleasing? Is it not gratifying?
Is it not a consoling feeling and influence
upon the mind of every intelligent being?
Our former views were that the major-
ity of the inhabitants of the earth would
not be saved in any kind of a kingdom
of glory, but would inherit a kingdom of
damnation. Jesus said, "In my Father's
house are many mansions: if it were not
so, I would have told you. I go to prepare
a place for you, that where I am ye may
be also." In other words, "I go to prepare
a place for you who have received and
obeyed the celestial law, which I have
committed to you." The celestial is the
highest of all. The telestial and terres-
trial are also spoken of; and how many
more kingdoms of glory there are is not
for me to say. I do not know that they
are not innumerable. This is a source of
great joy to me.

One of the brethren, yesterday, felt
so rejoiced, under like reflections, that
he said he could pray for the devils in


