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idea advanced today, and I consider my-
self a judge in these things. I judge Is-
rael in their doctrines and conduct, and
know whether they are right or wrong.
I can say, to my joy and satisfaction, we
are improving. I know that I am, when
I compare my present power of mind to
scope in truth and my power of discrim-
ination with what I possessed twenty,
ten, or five years ago. I am almost as-
tonished at myself, and to see the im-
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provement there is in the people. But we
are yet children, although we are almost
as old as was Jesus when he began to
preach. It is our privilege to continue to
grow, and the Lord will protect his peo-
ple and save Israel, and all hell cannot
help it.

May the Lord God of Israel bless ev-
ery one of you and his humble servant
who is speaking to you. Amen.
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Yesterday we had the pleasure of at-
tending a meeting here, which, to me,
was filled with riches—with treasures of
good. Today we have met in the capac-
ity of a General Conference—the Thirty-
first Annual Conference of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Thirty
years ago today, the Church was orga-
nized with six members. And we will
occupy this day in serving the Lord by
instructing and encouraging each other,
and by testifying of the things the Lord
has revealed to us.

Some may suppose that I have the
business of the Conference prearranged,
but such is not the case. I sel-
dom take thought for tomorrow upon
such subjects. When morning comes,
I try and be prepared for the busi-
ness the Lord manifests should be
done. I came here in that mind this

morning, and knew no more about the
manner in which this Conference will
be conducted, with regard to its details,
than you do, until I came here. Since
I came into the house, my feelings and
the circumstances have prompted me to
say that we will hear further testimony
from the brethren. Yesterday, several in
the body of the house had the privilege
of speaking; and this forenoon I wish to
have the Twelve, the Seventies, and the
High Priests give us five or ten minutes'
sermons from the stand.

I can testify to you, as I have to
many congregations of Saints and sin-
ners, that the Lord has revealed his
will from the heavens, bestowed the
holy Priesthood upon the children of
men, and made us the happy par-
takers thereof. —Most, if not all, as-
sembled here this morning have felt



